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About LSP-NCGM 
 

The Linguistic Society of the Philippines National Conference and General 

Meetings provide venues for linguists, language researchers, scholars, practitioners, 

teachers, and students to share and discuss issues and themes pertinent to linguistics 

and language education.  Presentations usually revolve around current research on 

Philippine languages, hyphenated fields in linguistics, and English language teaching in 

the Philippines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Previous Recent Conferences  

 
2017 LSP-NCGM 

Conference Dates: April 6-8, 2016 

Conference Venue: Far Eastern University, Manila, Philippines 

 

2016 LSP-NCGM  

Conference Dates: April 7-9, 2016  

Conference Venue: Silliman University, Dumaguete, Philippines 

 

The 9th Annual International Free Linguistics Conference (FLC2015) 

Conference Dates: September 24-26, 2015 

Conference Venue: De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines 
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A Message from the  

Office of the University President  

 
Language as defined is a system of communication that enables 

humans to exchange verbal or symbolic utterances. This definition, 

of course stresses the social functions of language and the fact that 

humans use it to express themselves and to manipulate objects in 

their environment.  

 

Over the years, our needs for communication have increased 

penetrating the smallest fibers of the world wide web to the 

deepest part of the brain responsible for speech and 

communication. In our present generation, the Generation Y or 

popularly known as the millenials have diversify language and have created new words and 

phrases which are rapidly adopted by the mainstream. In fact, the Official Scrabble Players 

Dictionary, created by Merriam-Webster, recently recognized millennial words such as “selfie” 

and “bromance.”  

 

So, I am greatly honored that Bataan Peninsula State University will be co-presenting with the 

Linguistic Society of the Philippines (LSP) in the 2018 LSP National Conference & General Meeting. 

I am very cognizant that the three-day activity will inspire new ideas and learning through the 

various paper presentations and discussions you will engage in.  

By Promoting Language Diversity in Teaching, Learning and Research you are contributing to 

our national government to achieve its goal for the education reforms which are crucial to our 

economic development.  

 

So at this point, let me extend my warmest welcome and felicitations to all those who will take 

part in this activity and wish you all a fruitful discussion.  

To the dynamic force of the Linguistic Society of the Philippines, KUDOS!  

Thank you very much and Mabuhay Po Tayong Lahat!  

 

 

 

 

GREGORIO J. RODIS, Ph.D.  

University President  

Bataan Peninsula State University 
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A Message from the  

Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs 
 

The 2018 LSP National Conference and General Meeting is indeed timely and relevant 

to a country whose lens of reality is ramified, mediated, and reconciled by and through 

language. Now more than ever, national identity is seen (re)shaped uncannily in 

discourses on various platforms. The manner in which language is mobilized is so 

powerful that it can be a boon or a bane to a diverse society such as the Philippines. 

Thus, in line with the aims of this year’s LSP National Conference, a collective action to 

utilize language to promote critical and ethical thinking is called for. 

 

Understanding the present national landscape is by and large instrumental to framing 

language education and research in our times. Language teachers, language 

researchers, linguists, researchers in hyphenated linguistic fields, and students are 

fortunate to have the Linguistic Society of the Philippines as a venue to discuss the 

unified goal of producing receptive and decisive citizens equipped with critical linguistic 

tools. Bataan Peninsula State University is at one with LSP in its endeavor to empower the 

nation through research and language education. 

 

The Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs offers its full support and well-wishes 

to the organizers of the 2018 LSP National Conference and General Meeting. Salute to 

all the plenary speakers, presenters, and participants. 

 

Linguistic Society of the Philippines and Bataan Peninsula State University, 

congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

EMMANUEL C. MACARAEG, PH.D. 

Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Bataan Peninsula State University 
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A Message from the  

Office of the Vice President for Administration and 

Finance 
 

It is a great pleasure and privilege to send a message of support and best wishes to all 

the organizers and participants of the 2018 Linguistic Society of the Philippines National 

Conference & General Meeting. 

 

 

The theme for this year’s conference, “Promoting Linguistic Diversity in Teaching, 

Learning and Research” is very topical in the current global setting where language 

evolution succumbs the present generation especially the millennials. This is the 

opportune time to have a profound understanding of linguistic diversity. 

 

A good conference is always more than just an exchange of papers and ideas.  It is the 

experience of a common belief nicely express in a quote of Mahatma Gandhi: “In a 

gentle way, you can shake the world.”  The quote sounds over-optimistic but in fact, 

looking at history, many changes in history started by small groups of committed and 

critical citizens taking an initiative for the common good.  The Linguistic Society of the 

Philippines is for sure one of those groups committed to building a better world for all. 

 

Wishing you all a very fruitful and rewarding conference! 

  

 

 

 

EDMUNDO C. TUNGOL, EdD. 

Vice President for Administration and Finance 

Bataan Peninsula State University 
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A Message from the  

Office of the Vice President for Research, Extension, and 

Training Services 
 

Warmest Greetings to the Linguistic Society of the Philippines (LSP)! 

 

Congratulations in advance to the organizers and participants of the 2018 LSP National 

Conference and General Meeting to be held on March 1-3, 2018, at the Crown Royal 

Hotel, City of Balanga, Bataan for the success of your activities! As you gather to 

highlight how linguistic diversity is reflected in teaching, learning and research to better 

deal in the present and maybe in the future generations, please feel our flaming hearts 

and enjoy your stay to this prosperous and peaceful province. 

 

May these kinds of activities through your prestigious society become an avenue and 

instrument in progressing peace, harmony and progress in our country of more than a 

hundred languages and dialects that often the cause of disunity and misunderstanding 

among fellow Filipinos. 

 

Mabuhay and to God be the glory!  

 

 

 

RUDY C. FLORES, PH.D. 

Vice President for Research, Extension, and Training Services 

Bataan Peninsula State University 
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A Message from the  

House of Representatives 
 

 

I am immensely pleased to learn that the 

Linguistic Society of the Philippines (LSP) is 

holding, together with the Bataan Peninsula 

State University (BPSU), the 2018 Linguistic 

Society of the Philippines (LSP) National 

Conference and General Meeting at Crown 

Royale Hotel in Balanga City, Bataan from 

March 01 - 03, 2018. 

 

I convey my best wishes for the success of this 

event so the participants of this National Conference and General Meeting can 

enhance their knowledge for the improvement of Linguistics and Language Education, 

not only in Bataan, but also in the entire country. 

 

 

 

 

GERALDINE B. ROMAN 

Representative (1st District, Bataan) 

Bataan Peninsula State University 
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A Message from the  

LSP President  
On behalf of the Linguistic Society of the Philippines (LSP), I 

would like to welcome you all to the 2018 LSP-NCGM which is 

happening here at the historical province of Bataan! I wish to 

thank the local organizers – BPSU Language Cluster, the 

invited speakers, the conveners of thematic panels, the 

workshop facilitators, the paper presenters, the attendees, 

and everyone involved in this year’s conference.  

 

In all those years as organizer of LSP conferences, I have 

practically seen how this gathering evolved. LSP has made a 

conscious effort to 1) make NCGMs more accessible to 

Filipinos by bringing it outside of metro manila; 2) invite world-renowned scholars in the 

fields, including Filipinos with foreign affiliations; 3) provide various activities such as 

thematic panels, workshops, round-table discussions, and a lot more. And hence, LSP 

continually improves its conferences and has vowed to become international by next 

year! 

This conference is particularly close to my heart! Aside from the fact that it is the last 

conference under my watch, I got to work with people who I have shared the same 

passion with and special friendship with over the years.  

 

And so, I sincerely hope and trust that the 3-day conference will be an enjoyable and 

rewarding experience for all attendees, and that you take back with you inspirational 

ideas and new knowledge to your own schools and communities.  As it is the desire of 

LSP, to provide Filipinos with the best professional development experience, I look 

forward to seeing you in the annual conferences of the society.   

 

In the meantime, listen, connect, converse, question, reflect, enjoy! 

SHIRLEY N. DITA, Ph.D. 

President, Linguistic Society of the Philippines (LSP) 

(2015-2018) 
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A Message from the  

Director of Conferences (LSP)   
 

Linguistics research in the Philippine has always been promoted 

by the Linguistic Society of the Philippines. For almost half a 

century, it has faithfully served as the vanguard of language 

and language education research in this country of more than 

170 languages. Its members have conducted and published 

studies that have been used in formulating language policies, 

encouraging education reforms, and publishing memorandum 

orders. This proves the dynamism and vibrancy of linguistics in 

higher education institutions and language institutes. With the 

introduction of the Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education, 

the field is set to become more exciting than it has ever been. 

 

The 2018 National Conference and General Meeting (NCGM) which is co-presented by Bataan 

Peninsula State University in the City of Balanga, Bataan is an opportunity for language teachers, 

leaners, and researchers to come together and share their scholarly work and celebrate the 

beauty of language diversity, which may be considered a human right as stated by the UNESCO. 

The city in which the 2018 NCGM is being held will serve as a clay pot where discussions of 

language diversity ideas supported by empirical evidence will take place and produce more 

discussions and ideas. This situation in itself is favorable to the vital development of various 

languages. 

 

I would like to express my wholehearted gratitude to my very good friend, Shirley Dita, for the 

delightful opportunity to serve as one of the board of directors of LSP. I would also like to thank 

the officers and board of directors. Serving with all of you has been nothing but an enlightening 

and enriching experience. I would also like to thank the administration and faculty members of 

Bataan Peninsula State for their support in this endeavor.  

 

On behalf of the Linguistic Society of the Philippines, mabuhay!  

 

 

 

 

DENNIS H. PULIDO 

Director for Conferences 

Linguistic Society of the Philippines 
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A Message from the  

Conference Co-Chair 
 
I grew up in this peninsula where everything is simple - fresh 

air, clean water, mountains and trees in the east and bodies 

of water in the west. The people have this wonderful smile on 

their faces that uniquely makes you feel welcome at all times. 

Touring Bataan from Mariveles to Dinalupihan and Morong is 

one kind of an experience. Seeing and experiencing the 

culture is another best experience. It is on this land where 

history, pleasure and beauty are rolled into one.  

 

The theme “Promoting Linguistic Diversity in Teaching, 

Learning and Research” is perfect not only for the conference 

but for the location itself. Bataan is so diverse in geography, 

culture, and people. The diversity in different aspects makes it similar to language where 

differences can be seen and observed. Investigating the diversity of language and a highly 

diversified location such as Bataan are perfect combination. I am grateful to the Linguistic 

Society of the Philippines for bringing this Annual National Conference and General Meeting 

here in Bataan. It is an excellent avenue for language enthusiasts and teacher-researchers to 

merge and share knowledge.  After all, we can always be a perpetual student of language 

whose desire is to celebrate diversity. Diversity can be symbolized by different colors which 

always signify a joyous celebration. With this in mind, let us all celebrate diversity in languages 

here in Bataan. I guess having this conference here gives us a reason to celebrate.  

 

To the participants of this national conference, guests, LSP board members and officials and 

guest speakers, welcome to Bataan! This is the land of the brave and free! Enjoy and may we 

all learn from each other.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DR. LEMUEL R. FONTILLAS 

Co-Chair 

2018 LSP-NCGM  
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Keynote Lecture 

 

‘Language in Education: More than just medium of instruction’ 
 

DR. AHMAR MAHBOOB 

(University of Sydney, Australia) 
 

Abstract 

 

It is not uncommon that when people hear or read the phrase ‘language in education’, 

they assume that the text is referring to ‘language policy’ (e.g. medium of instruction) 

or ‘language education’. While understandable, this mistake has significant 

consequences for how some people, in everyday as well as educational contexts, see 

language learning to be independent of learning other subjects/disciplines. This 

confusion leads to the development and use of teaching/learning material and 

approaches that are inappropriate for the needs of the students.  

 

In this presentation, we will share our analysis of textbooks used to teach a range of 

subjects in some government high schools in the Philippines. Our findings suggest that 

the textbooks examined (for one grade level) did not have either external or internal 

validity: the texts used are: a) short of what students need to learn and succeed through 

educational institutions; and, b) short of what students need to be successful in the 

subject being taught. This issue has significant socio-political as well as socio-cultural and 

socio-economic impact on the country.  

 

In interpreting our analysis, I will draw on the 3-dimensional framework of language 

variation and identify some underlying issues in the textbooks. We will then discuss ways 

in which these limitations can be overcome. The talk, while focusing on the use of English 

in education, will also consider the teaching/learning of Fillipino as well as look at MTB-

MLE programs.  
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Bionote 

 

 

 

Ahmar Mahboob is Associate Professor of 

Linguistics at the University of Sydney.   He was 

the Editor of TESOL Quarterly (with Brian 

Paltridge) and was also the Associate Editor 

of Linguistics and the Human Sciences and 

serves on the editorial boards of a number of 

journals. Ahmar has organised a number of 

regional, national, and international 

conferences and is the convenor and the co-

creator of the Free Linguistics Conference (FLC). 

Some of Ahmar’s recent books include, 

‘Challenges to Education in GCC during the 

21st Century’ (2017)  with Tariq Elyas, ‘Genre 

pedagogy in Higher Education: The SLATE 

Project’ (2016) with Shooshi Dreyfus, Sally 

Humphrey and Jim Martin, and ‘Language and 

Identity across Modes of Communication’ (2015) with Novi Djenar and Ken Cruickshank.  A 

number of works that he has written, co-authored or edited to date can be accessed at:   

https://sydney.academia.edu/AhmarMahboob 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.academia.edu/19123677/Challenges_to_Education_in_GCC_during_the_21st_Century
https://www.academia.edu/19123677/Challenges_to_Education_in_GCC_during_the_21st_Century
http://www.palgrave.com/gb/book/9781137309990
http://www.palgrave.com/gb/book/9781137309990
http://www.palgrave.com/gb/book/9781137309990
https://www.academia.edu/6152102/Language_and_Identity_Across_Modes_of_Communication
https://www.academia.edu/6152102/Language_and_Identity_Across_Modes_of_Communication
https://sydney.academia.edu/AhmarMahboob
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Plenary Lecture 

 

‘Getting Out of Your Pedagogical Rut’  

Dr. AIDEN YEH 

Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages (Taiwan) 

 

In line with the Linguistic Society of the Philippines’ 2018 Conference theme on promoting 

linguistic diversity in teaching, learning, and research, the conference organizers have posed 

an interesting question to speakers and participants; one that invites us to ruminate and to 

identify how linguistic diversity is reflected in the way we teach languages, the way we learn 

them, and the way we conduct research on linguistics and language pedagogy. Before we 

can actually dive into designing lessons and crafting methods on how to promote linguistic 

diversity, we first need to question our own assumption: how open are we to (linguistic) diversity; 

what our attitude is towards other/minority languages or World Englishes - especially the lesser 

preferred Englishes that fall into what some EFL learners consider undesirable varieties of English; 

what our view is on English as a medium of instruction (EMI) and its use and current status as an 

institutional marketing tool to tap the foreign student market; how keen are we to jump on the 

internationalization in higher education bandwagon; how we react when we see multilingual 

signs on our campuses or on our streets and how these affect the physical and linguistic 

landscapes of our environment(s). Furthermore, when we move our train of thought to how we 

actually teach languages in our classrooms, how much have we changed our syllabi, our 

instructional style, the assignments and tasks we give, especially if we teach the same classes 

year after year? Are we not guilty of recycling the same lessons? Do you, like me, suffer from 

learning/teaching stagnation that is keeping me/us from making the necessary changes - ones 

that will help reform and transform us into becoming better language teachers by getting out 

of the rut? If you’re familiar with the popular Netflix TV series, Breaking Bad, then you may 

understand the underlying logic behind this presentation. There is no denying that the 

protagonist, Walter White (Bryan Cranston), albeit infamously recognized as TV’s worst role 

model, has plenty of lessons to offer. The series could provide language teachers like us a gentle 

nudge (sic) to restore our sense of curiosity, creativity, and passion for learning and innovation. 

Similar to watching TV or movies or even reading stories, we pick up the good, leave the bad 

behind, and adopt/adapt a few things that could help us to follow an appropriate path of 

becoming successful language teachers. Applying the concept of ‘The Sigmoid Curve Theory’ 

(Charles Handy’s The Age of the Paradox, 1995), I will be offering some insights based on my 

own teaching experiences on how we can recognize the crucial point of stagnation in our 

teaching career, and recognizing those moments when we felt unsatisfied with ourselves or with 

our students (or both). The key is realizing that pivotal moment when we are standing at the 

crossroads, and the action that we choose to take can either inhibit us and thereby lead to a 

decline in our performance (a kind of pedagogical demise), or propel us in a better (but more 

challenging) trajectory in order to realize a more fulfilling professional growth. As Vince Gilligan 
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(author of Breaking Bad) points demise), or propel us in a better (but more challenging) 

trajectory in order to realize a more fulfilling professional growth. As Vince Gilligan (author of 

Breaking Bad) points out, if there’s a major lesson to be derived from ‘Breaking Bad,’ “it’s that 

actions have consequences”. This concept of transformational change is key to becoming (and 

continuing to be) effective language practitioners. Strategies and guidelines will be shared. The 

gist of this session reflects Rakesh Bhanot’s exhortation to all teachers in the haiku below: 

 

PEDAGOGICAIKU 

 

Unless you are a  

passionate practitioner 

don't be a teacher. 

Rakesh Bhanot (2012) 

 

Bionote 

 
Dr. Aiden Yeh is an Asst. Professor and Director of 

Academic Cooperation & Exchange Section of the 

Office of International & Cross-Strait Cooperation (OICC) 

of Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages. She is also 

an academic advisor for the Southeast Asian Studies 

Program. Her current research interests focus on world 

Englishes, linguistic landscape, student mobility & 

internship, and internationalization & pedagogical issues 

in higher education. She has served as Chair of the Non-

native English Speakers in TESOL Interest Section, lead 

coordinator of the TESOL Electronic Village Online, and 

reviewer for The Asia-Pacific Education Researcher 

(TAPE) Journal and TESOL International Association 

Conference proposals. She has published chapters in 

various book publications (e.g. TESOL, Pearson 

Longman, Oxford University Press, British Council Publication, and IATEFL Publication), articles in 

ELT magazines, and papers in refereed journals. She has regularly presented in conferences 

across Europe, North and South America, and Asia. In the last 3 years, she has authored and co-

authored University-Industry Collaboration Projects and has received research & travel grants. 

She was awarded the Faculty Excellence Award twice in the last five years. She received her 

Ph.D. from University of Birmingham, UK and MSc from University of Surrey, UK. 
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Plenary Lecture 

 

‘Teaching for Linguistic Diversity: The development of 

inclusive education in the Philippines’ 
Dr. DIANE DEKKER  

SIL International 

 

Abstract 

 

The entire population of the world wants to speak English. Learning new languages is 

always a good idea, but losing our languages creates many difficulties for society. It is 

through our diversity that we understand more about the world around us. And it is 

through valuing our linguistic diversity that we learn to understand other perspectives, 

other sources of knowledge and value systems. The rush for English and the power of 

English threatens to eradicate linguistic diversity. The issue is not just about languages, 

but about people. People use language to communicate and to identify themselves. 

The dominant languages of society often determine the identities we chose for ourselves, 

identities that we hope will benefit us by providing greater access to power, respect 

and economic advancement. The Filipino people have recently contributed to 

changing the way the world values linguistic diversity. By establishing a new education 

paradigm of linguistic inclusion the Philippines has initiated a powerful potential for 

inclusive education and greater equality. Filipino teachers and parents speak out on 

linguistic diversity. Fear and hope exist side by side in the minds of many parents and 

teachers. Fear of being left behind is just as powerful as the hope of being recognized 

and valued in a society where once many were marginalized for speaking their 

languages. In this presentation I will discuss how recent changes in Philippine education 

toward teaching for linguistic diversity are making significant contribution to creating a 

more equitable world. 
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Bionote 

 

Dr. Diane Dekker is the Literacy and Education 

Coordinator for SIL’s LEAD Asia. Diane has 

engaged with literacy and education in seven 

different Asian countries. She spent 25 years in 

the Philippines working toward preparing 

teachers to implement first-language-based 

multilingual education, also known as MTB MLE. 

She has worked in collaboration with various 

Philippine universities and colleges and the 

Philippines Department of Education. Diane 

earned her PhD from the University of Toronto 

where she explored teacher identities within the 

major language policy change from double 

language immersion to first language-based 

multilingual education. Her doctoral research is entitled Finally Shedding the Past: 

Filipino Teachers Negotiate Their Identities Within a New Mother-Tongue-Based 

Multilingual Education Policy Landscape and may be accessed at: 

 https://tspace.library.utoronto.ca/handle/1807/77454. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tspace.library.utoronto.ca/handle/1807/77454
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Plenary Lecture 

 

‘Film Adaptations of Filipino Novels along Content, 

Language Style and Media Effect’ 
Dr. RAMON M. BANTUGAN 

Bataan Peninsula State University 

 

Abstract 

The study analyzed two Filipino film adaptations of selected Filipino novels. It attempted 

to co-relate the formal characteristics of the Filipino novels with the content of their film 

adaptations according to narratological devices. Linguistically, the dialogue styles of 

the two adapted films were considered in the discourse analyses and mass media 

considerations on their adaptations into the new medium with media effect theories. 

Thus, literary, linguistics and film concepts were adapted in the treatment of the data in 

the investigations. The study yielded that the film adaptations both have alterations in 

their narratology adapting modification, pruning, interventions, and omission. In 

discourse, trimming and alteration of dialogues in the film versions have been more 

pronounced in terms of lines culled from the novel. Likewise, the research discovered 

the discourse styles in the film versions apparently reflected in the types of vocabulary, 

speech varieties, discourse devices, and film dialogue characteristics. 

 

Bionote 

Dr. Ramon M. Bantugan is a holder of Doctor of 

Philosophy in Linguistics with Specialization in Applied 

Linguistics from Philippine Normal University and currently 

a language and literature faculty of Bataan Peninsula 

State University in the Graduate School and College of 

Arts and Sciences. He also serves as Officer In-Charge of 

BPSU Bagac Campus. Formerly, he was a professor in Far 

Eastern University, De La Salle College of Saint Benilde, 

and Colegio de San Juan de Letran. He is a full-blooded 

Bataeño. 
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Studies in ELT  

Ateneo de Manila University 
Convener: Isabel Pefianco-Martin 

 
Investigating ELT in MTBMLE: Teaching Practices  

Devi Benedicte I. Paez 

 

Investigating ELT in MTBMLE: Factors that shape ELT 

Marianne Rachel G. Perfecto, D.A. 

 

Investigating ELT in MTBMLE: Implications for Policy and Practice 

Isabel Pefianco Martin, Ph.D. 

 

Abstract 

 

In 2009, through D.O. no. 74, the DepEd institutionalized MTBMLE as a “fundamental 

educational policy and program” for the “whole stretch of formal education including 

pre-school and in the Alternative Learning System (ALS).” (Department of Education 

2009). D.O. 74 cited research studies that have “validated the superiority of the use of 

the learner’s mother tongue or first language in improving learning outcomes and in 

promoting Education for All (EFA).” (Department of Education 2009) The MTBMLE policy 

supersedes the Bilingual Education Policy (BEP), which required the use of English and 

Filipino as media of instruction in all schools.  

 

With the passing of the Enhanced Basic Education Act of 2013, MTBMLE was further 

strengthened. The current K to 12 curriculum requires the use of the mother tongue in 

kindergarten and the first three years of elementary education, with the introduction of 

a mother language transition program from the 4th to the 6th grade. For teachers who 

have been implementing the BEP of the DepEd, MTBMLE poses several challenges. What 

has become especially challenging is the teaching of English, which for decades was 

carried out using English only.  
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This presentation focuses on preliminary findings on a study conducted on selected 

public elementary schools in the country. The study investigates ELT in the context of 

MTBMLE. Specifically, the study attempts to address two questions, namely, (1) how is 

ELT conducted in the context of MTBMLE? and (2) What factors help shape the way ELT 

is conducted in the context of MTBMLE? Results show that the English teachers use the 

mother tongue and Filipino to scaffold the learning of English, and that this decision is 

influenced by various student-, teacher- and context-related factors. The findings reveal 

the need to re-examine how teachers understand the MTBMLE policy and how their 

understanding is consistent to their classroom decisions and practices. 

 

 

Studies in ELT 

Philippine Normal University 
 

Convener: Arceli Amarles 

 

 

Critical Language Pedagogy in Teacher Education 

 

Riza S. Reyteran 

Philippine Normal University 

 

Awareness and attitudes of the teachers and the future teachers towards critical 

pedagogy in language teaching are very important in determining whether there is a 

possibility that this can be adopted as a new perspective in teaching language. 

Considering the critical role played by teachers in providing transformative education 

among students, this study was conducted to find out whether Teacher Education 

Institutions trained their teacher learners to become critical teacher educators, and 

whether the teachers in teacher education institutions are aware of and supportive of 

critical pedagogy.   

 

Language teachers and teacher - learners in a Teacher Education institution in the 

Western part of the Philippines were selected as respondents of this study. Data were 
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collected using the Critical Pedagogy Attitude Questionnaire created by Pishvaei and 

Kasaian (2013) and the structured interviews based on the eight categories of 

awareness on critical pedagogy designed by Mohamed & Malik (2014). The interviews 

were transcribed, coded and analyzed for themes relevant to the study while the data 

from the questionnaire were tabulated and treated using descriptive statistics. 

 

Results revealed that language teachers and teacher-learners have similar positive 

attitude towards critical pedagogy in language teaching. However, their extent of 

awareness as to its dimensions is limited. They disclosed similar perceptions that fall under 

mainstream pedagogy and displayed different perceptions of the dimensions of critical 

pedagogy. It implies that since the teacher - learners were trained and had perceptions 

of teaching and learning process like that of their teachers, they will continue the 

practice and implementation of the banking concept of education once they are 

already in the field of teaching. Thus, training or seminars must be conducted to orient 

the teachers and the future teachers on the concept of critical pedagogy and to 

promote the significance of raising critical consciousness among students. 

 

Correlating Writer's Block and ESL Learners' Writing Quality 

 

John Paul O. Dela Rosa 

Tarlac National High School - Annex and Philippine Normal University, Manila 

 

Cecilia F. Genuino 

Philippine Normal University, Manila 

 

Despite the importance of writing in the language learners' development, there are 

difficulties faced by English as a Second Language (ESL) learners that stem from various 

factors. One of them is the presence of writer's block that could affect writing quality. 

Therefore, this study aims to describe writer's block, along with a statistically-laden 

analysis of the possible correlation between the blocking experiences of 55 Filipino ESL 

learners and the levels of easability and readability of the essays they had written.  This 

research employed a descriptive-correlational design using The Questionnaire in 

Identifying Writer's Block (QIWB) to gauge the extent of occurrence of writer's block and 

the Coh-Metrix Common Core Text Easability and Readability Assessor (hereafter Coh-
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Metrix T.E.R.A.), an online computational tool, to measure the levels of easability and 

readability of the essays. The result shows that the learners generally experienced writer's 

block, and their essays collectively showed high levels of easability on the basis of 

narrativity, referential cohesion, and deep cohesion. However, the essays were low in 

syntactic simplicity and word concreteness, while the level of readability computed 

exceeded that of the reading ability of 10th-grade learners. Test of correlation revealed 

that there exists negligible relationship between writer's block and the overall easability 

and readability levels of the essays, though a significant but a weak relationship was 

documented between lateness and word concreteness and with premature editing 

and deep cohesion, respectively. 

 

Collaborative L2 pre-writing task using L1 dialogic discourse: Levelling up 

multiple voices in an ESL classroom 

 

Juland Dayo Salayo, MEM 

Philippine Normal University / University of Santo Tomas 

axel_salayo@yahoo.com.ph 

 

The study attempted to employ the use of the students' first language (L1) during the 

pre-writing phase in their second language (L2).  Likewise, this paper tried to determine 

how the first language empowered the learners through dialogic discourse by 

identifying the functions of L1 to L2 pre-writing task.  Having two groups of students with 

five (5) members each, their conversations were segmented into episodes to identify 

the functions of L1 in an L1 pre-writing task.  It was revealed that the first language can 

serve the second language by generating ideas, planning and metacomments which 

were supported by pre-writing scheme categories.  To highlight the target, it was proven 

that dialogic discourse could empower the learners through their affirmative and 

constructive participation supported by the learners' socio-political background.  This 

was further sustained by Vygotsky's sociocultural theory of learning and the identity 

perspective in L2 acquisition.  Data also opens implications for ELT specifically in 

promoting language competencies in writing as a means of empowering ESL learners. 
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Students' Perceptions and Engagement with Teachers' Written Corrective 

Feedback (WCF) in ESL Writing Classrooms 

 

Norliza M. Nordan 

Philippine Normal University 

 

Studies on the impact of teachers' written corrective feedback on the improvement of 

students' second language learning have initiated several arguments for the past years. 

With the growing interest of teachers on how to better address the needs of the students, 

issues on the use of corrective feedback in the students' written outputs could be 

deduced to its importance in the writing process. This study, anchored on the role of 

feedback in second language writing, aimed to identify the different feedback forms 

and their focus, reveal the students' perceptions of teachers' written corrective 

feedback (WCF), and describe the engagement of the students with WCF. Using a 

descriptive design, the researcher did interviews, kept observation notes, distributed 

questionnaires, collected essays of the participants, and supplemented data gathered 

with think-aloud recordings. Based on data analyzed, results revealed the common 

types of feedback according to form and focus used by teacher-participants. The 

results also affirmed previous studies on the value of feedback for the students as the 

participants found their teachers' corrections as sign that their outputs are given 

attention by their teachers. The students have showed active engagement with the 

teachers' WCF manifested in the number of correct revisions. Thus, what students do 

with teachers' WCF is affected by some factors such as the form and focus of feedback, 

their orientation on the role of feedback in the writing class, the amount of feedback 

being provided by the teacher, the approach of the teacher in correcting the students, 

the mechanism to monitor progress, the class size and teaching load of teachers, and 

the presence or absence of a student-teacher conference to discuss such feedback. 

To increase the awareness of teachers on how students respond and engage with WCF, 

this study provides a readily available reference for teachers to use. 
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Recent Studies in Philippine English 

De La Salle University 
 

Convener: Shirley N. Dita 

 

Acceptability of Philippine English Grammatical and Lexical Items among 

Pre-Service English Teachers  

 

Joel M. Torres 

Central Luzon State University 

joel_torres@dlsu.edu.ph 

 

Although a number of studies were conducted in the grammar and lexicon of Philippine 

English (PhE), research on their acceptability in different discourse types seems lacking. 

Using a mixed-method research design, this study reports which from among the 44 PhE 

grammatical and lexical items are acceptable in spoken and written discourse. A 

Grammatical and Lexical Acceptability Questionnaire (GLAQ) was administered to 135 

pre-service English teachers in a state university in Central Luzon. Results show that PhE 

has already gained acceptance in spoken discourse and is starting to be widely used 

in informal written context. Meanwhile, almost all the PhE grammatical and lexical items 

were not accepted in the formal written domain. Responses in the open ended 

questions and during the interview revealed that intelligibility, nature of discourse and 

discourse participants are the most cited reasons in determining acceptable items in 

each discourse quadrant. Implications to the future of English pedagogy and pre-

service English teacher’s curriculum were also discussed. The study poses a challenge 

among language practitioners, particularly those in the academe, as regards the 

measures to be done for PhE’s acceptance in all domains. 
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Language Attitude of English Language Teachers (ELTs)  

toward Philippine English 

 

Ericson O. Alieto 

De La Salle University/ Western Mindanao State University 

ericson_alieto@dlsu.edu.ph 

 

Language attitude research is a sociolinguistic inquiry that can provide understanding 

about a language  and related issues such as maintenance or shift (Letsholo, 2009). 

Language Attitude as a subject is old but remains current because of the changing time 

and environment which makes it as a fluid topic (Lai, 2005). This study  investigates the 

attitude of English Language Teachers (ELTs) toward Philippine English (PhE). A total of 

152 Secondary School English Language Teachers were taken as respondents. The data 

utilized for the study were gathered by means of a self-developed Language Attitude 

Questionnaire (LAQ).  It was revealed that generally the respondents exhibit a positive 

attitude toward PhE. The study also found that there is no significant difference in the 

language attitude of the male and female respondents which is contrary to the 

established trend that men are more likely to be more positive toward the less prestigious 

variety of a language as compared to women. Moreover, no difference was found in 

the attitude of the respondents across socio-economic status. However, it was 

determined in the study that there is a significant positive correlation between the 

language attitude of the respondents and their academic attainment.  

 

Phonological Features of Philippine English: A Report on the 

Cases of Ilocano and Cordilleran Speakers 

 

Maria Elaine D. Pinay-an 

De La Salle University/ Don Mariano Marcos Memorial State University 

maria_elaine_pinay-an@dlsu.edu.ph 

 

Richard S. Agbayani 

De La Salle University/ Mariano Marcos State University 

richard_agbayani@dlsu.edu.ph 
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These two studies conducted separately investigated the phonological features, mainly 

the vowel and consonant sounds, of six (6) and three (3) randomly chosen Ilocano and 

Cordilleran speakers (English teachers), respectively, which they can hardly produce 

through their reading of two different poems. The respondents’ demographic profile 

and perceived factor that affect their phonological description were also elicited using 

a survey questionnaire. The studies employed the qualitative research design and were 

guided by the lectal framework of Llamzon (1996) and Tayao (2004). Results showed 

that substitution of sound segments was very evident in the production of the different 

sounds.  Occurrences of deviations from General American English (GAE) were also 

counted and recorded. Hence, the participants were generally classified as mesolect. 

Implications can be deduced in which educational attainment, age, occupation, and 

language proficiency perception of the participants are not solely the bases of lectal 

categorization. Overall, the variances in producing the sounds exhibited by the 

participants can be regarded as distinct features of Philippine English variety spoken by 

Ilocano and Cordilleran people. 

 

Intelligibility of Philippine English to Young International Students and to 

Adult Speakers of Other English Varieties 

 

Marie Grace O. Pasoc  

De La Salle University  

marie_pasoc@dlsu.edu.ph 

 

Jimmylen Z. Tonio 

De La Salle University 

jimmylen_tonio@dlsu.edu.ph 

 

The use of the English language is fast becoming a necessity among nations. However, 

its undeniable spread and worldwide use have given birth to the emergence of non-

native varieties of English across the globe. Thus, the concept of intelligibility has gained 

continued inquiry of different scholars and researchers. The objectives of this study are 

two-fold. First is to examine the intelligibility of Philippine English (PE) to 21 grade school 

pupils attending an international school, specifically focusing on the relationship 
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between intelligibility and speaker’s lectal category; listener’s English proficiency level, 

gender and L1 background. Second is to investigate how intelligible is PE to adult 

speakers of other English varieties, like the extent to which a Filipino speaker is intelligible 

and comprehensible to other English variety speakers, and the opinions of the speakers 

of other varieties towards the Filipino speaker. The findings of the study revealed that 

mesolectal speaker of PE is more intelligible than the acrolectal speaker and that PE has 

higher intelligibility to young female international students with high English proficiency 

level. Moreover, PE is very intelligible and comprehensible to most of the adult speakers 

of other varieties, whether they belonged to the inner, outer or expanded circles. 

Therefore, it occurs that for PE to be intelligible to young international students, the 

speaker must learn to modify and adjust his/her speech by using syllable-time rhythm 

and slower speech rate. Likewise, improving the listeners’ English proficiency level could 

promote higher PE intelligibility. Lastly, in the case of adult speakers of other English 

varieties, the speech rate, pronunciation and accent of the speaker of PE have 

affected intelligibility but it was also observed that unintelligibility has something to do 

with the listeners’ exposure and familiarity of PE. 

 

 

Corpus-based Studies on Philippine English 

De La Salle University 
Convener: Shirley N. Dita 

 

 

The grammar of multi-word verbs in Philippine English 

 

Jennibelle R. Ella 

De La Salle University / Colegio de San Juan de Letran Calamba 

jennibelle.ella@gmail.com 

 

Multi-word verbs are phraseological expressions that behave distinctly as single-unit 

verbs. These multi-word verbs are an important feature of the English language because 

they tend to be a good measure of the speaker’s native-like fluency and competence. 

The Filipinos’ use of multi-word verbs in both spoken and written discourse, using the 
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Philippine component of the International Corpus of English (ICE), is investigated in this 

paper. Specifically, this study seeks to describe the multi-word verb usage (i.e., phrasal 

verbs, prepositional verbs, and phrasal-prepositional verbs) in terms of frequency 

distribution, forms, and functions. Guided by Quirk et al.’s (1985) framework, the data 

are analyzed using both quantitative and qualitative approaches. Results show that 

Filipinos’ knowledge about multi-word verbs is evident as suggested by the number of 

tokens, with more instances in spoken than in written registers for each category. 

Majority of the utterances are constructed in the transitive form and adopt the active 

voice. Since they can be substituted by a single verb, they are also idiomatic. Further, 

fewer varieties of phrasal verbs, prepositional verbs, and phrasal-prepositional verbs 

were observed. These fewer varieties may be due to syntactic and semantic difficulties 

that speakers experience in using multi-word verbs. 

 

Exclamatives in Philippine English: a corpus-based analysis 

 

Myla L. Santos 

De La Salle University/Central Luzon State University 

myla_santos@dlsu.edu.ph 

 

This corpus-based study presents an initial survey of the categories and  syntactical 

characteristics as well as the functions of the exclamatives found in ICE-PHI. This study 

was based on ICE-PHI corpora with a total of 1,172 tokens from the word collection 

representing both written and spoken exclamatives. Exclamatives constructions in the 

Philippine English form a variegated class which is often confused with other types of 

clauses such as declarative, interrogatives and imperatives. These structures are 

characterized by intonation contour, emphatic stress and propositional properties 

beyond their syntactic forms. Occurrences of these exclamatives posted so 

exclamatives the highest frequency, followed by the prototypes, then the such a/an 

exclamatives. Minimal occurrences were recorded for DP – the way exclamative and 

nominal exclamatives. Majority of the exclamatives follow the initial exclamative phrase 

syntactic formulae except for the such a/an exclamatives which follow the subject 

auxiliary inversion. The syntactic features and functions of the exclamatives  illustrate the 

semantic nature of the structure which differentiated them from seemed to be similar 

structures as in expressive/emotional utterance. Philippine English shows that 
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exclamtives are of conventional scalar implicature. Exclamatives in Philippine English 

tend to be shorter and direct. This seemed to be more emotive than the longer structures 

which may have affected the emotive character of the utterance.  Finally, 

exclamatives in ICE-PH are factive. 

 

The Use of Transitional Conjuncts in Written Asian Englishes 

 

Ali Anudin & Cristina Cabo 

De La Salle University 

 

This paper surveys the use of connective adverbials or conjuncts in students’ essays and 

selected professional articles . Specifically, most of the conjuncts investigated in existing 

studies fall under the categories of listing, summative, appositional, resultive, inferential 

and contrastive conjuncts following Quirk, et. al.’s (1985) classification. Not one study 

seems to focus on transitional conjuncts, which are supposed to be considerably 

important in terms of cohesion and coherence. Hence, the significance of the present 

study. Drawing on the corpora of the International Corpus of English (ICE) particularly 

from the components of ICE-PHI, ICE-SIN, ICE-HK, and ICE IND, the study focused on the 

use and overuse of the transitional conjuncts now, eventually, originally, and 

subsequently in written texts. Specifically, it aimed at answering the following questions: 

What transitional conjuncts are commonly used? And, in what context do transitional 

conjuncts tend to be overused? The data was collected from the target transitional 

conjuncts chosen from students’ essays (Students’ Untimed Essays and Students’ 

Examination Essays) and selected professional articles (Humanities Learned Articles and 

Social Sciences Learned Articles).  The results show that among the top transitional 

conjuncts, now is preferably used in students’ untimed essays, examination essays, 

Humanities learned articles, and Social Sciences learned articles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRESENTATIONS  Book of Abstracts 

  2018 Linguistic Society of the Philippines  

National Conference & General Meeting (2018 LSP-NCGM) 

March 1-3, 2018 

 

2018 LSP-NCGM Email: lspncgm@gmail.com 

 Website: http://www.lsphil.net/2018lspncgm 

35 

Analysis of Selected Pairs of Synonymous Nouns 

in Philippine English 

 

Roy L. Dalisay 

De La Salle University and De La Salle Lipa 

roy_l_dalisay@dlsu.edu.ph 

 

This study sought to examine the extent of use of selected near synonymous nouns and 

its collocations in Philippine English. The study used the method proposed by Stubbs 

(2002) in analyzing the data: International Corpus of English- Philippines (ICE- PHI) 

consisting of 497 texts, both spoken and written. Through a statistical approach that 

consists of counting the number of occurrences of the synonymous nouns using a 

concordance software, it was revealed that Filipinos prefer to use mostly the American 

English when choosing between near synonymous nouns. Further, the differences of 

near synonyms lie in their collocations. American English, which is the parent English of 

the Philippines still has an influence in the language but there are instances of producing 

the country’s own variety of English. Pedagogical implications of corpus-based learning 

were examined.  

 

 

Studies on Mother Tongue-Based-Multi-Lingual Education  

(MTB-MLE)  

SIL Philippines 
 

Convener: Xinia Skoropinski 

 

Effective Teacher Support within the New Paradigm of Teaching and 

Learning  

 

Dianne Dekker  

 

The recent language-in-education policy change from double submersion to first 

language-based MLE, also know as MTB MLE, in the Philippines comes after over 100 
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years of English-based education. The lengthy duration of English language-based 

education has profoundly influenced Filipino sociocultural ideologies resulting in 

underlying assumptions that deeply impact the implementation of MTB MLE. Teachers 

require help to understand and even overcome their own personal education 

experiences and grapple with policy rationale and implementation in order to 

successfully navigate the policy change. School officials such as principals, supervisors 

and even superintendents have similar experiences and therefore may find it difficult to 

support teachers adequately in the implementation of MLE. This paper will explore ways 

of developing strong teacher and school support to strengthen the implementation of 

MTB MLE and contribute to the sustainability of this new paradigm. 

 

 

A Guide for Planning the Future of Our Language  

 

Ryn Jean Fe V. Gonzales 

 

"Who belongs to the same language community?"  

 

“Do every language community have to learn to read and write in their language or to 

implement MTB-MLE?  

 

“What is the capacity of the language and the language community to (help) 

implement MTB-MLE?” 

 

“What if the children don’t speak the heritage language anymore?” 

 

These are some essential questions that would spell the acceptance and success of 

MTB-MLE implementation but were often disregarded or left unanswered. Nevertheless, 

discussions and decisions about these issues must happen within the community 

because the focus is their language and the future of this language.   

 

In this presentation, the Guide for Planning the Future of Our Language (a.k.a GUIDE) 

will be introduced as a tool for community-based language development planning. The 

GUIDE has been developed based on two foundational principles: (1) Language 
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communities should lead in making decisions about the future of their language, and 

(2) Understanding the factors involved and the resources available will equip 

communities to make informed choices to meet their goals.” The WHY-WHO-WHEN-

HOW questions about the tool will be discussed. Examples of some activities where some 

parts of the GUIDE were used with communities and DEPED will be shared as well. 

Word count 195 

 

Bloom Software: A Tool for Producing Contextualized Educational Materials 

in Local Languages 

 

D. Bruce Skoropinski 

 

One barrier to pupils’ growth and success as beginning readers in their first language is 

often the lack of print materials in their language for them to read. The award-winning 

free Bloom book-making software can contribute to breaking this barrier, empowering 

local educators to produce culturally appropriate and locally contextualized books 

easily and economically. Bloom is designed for folks with little or no previous computer 

experience. It includes tools for making “talking books” (ePUB format books with 

embedded audio) and decodable and leveled readers (series of books designed to 

match the skill and knowledge of beginning readers, and to appropriately increase in 

complexity as readers’ skills increase). But perhaps the most useful feature of Bloom for 

readily building a library of books that can be localized or contextualized is how it 

organizes book collections by language. Bloom automatically makes all languages into 

which a book has been translated immediately available as resources for local authors 

to use to translate the book into their own local language. This can enable educators 

to collaborate to share original books and contextualize them for adjacent language 

communities and beyond. 

Word count 185 
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Grammar Writing for Mother Tongue Based Multi-Lingual Education 

 

Thomas E. Payne 

 

Philippine languages are remarkably similar yet different from one another. Teachers in 

mother tongue based multilingual schools need to understand the phonetic, lexical and 

grammatical differences among the student’s L1, Filipino and English. For this reason, 

teacher training courses always include grammar as one of the key subject areas. 

Traditional approaches to grammar typically start with the small details - words, 

morphemes, and word classes, and work their way “up” to clauses, sentences and 

larger structures. This approach requires students to memorize arcane details and 

patterns before considering their functions in actual communication. 

In this paper, I propose a model for pedagogical grammars which reverses the 

traditional order of presentation. In this model, grammar is presented from the outset as 

a “toolkit for communication”. After introducing the sound system and orthography, the 

grammar itself begins by discussing “types of communication.” In this section the notion 

of “discourse genre” and characteristics of oral vs. written communication are 

introduced. Following this, a chapter on “groups of ideas” introduces the notion of 

paragraphing and clause combining, both in written and oral language. Then a section 

on “complete ideas” presents clause structure, including the core functions of 

“mentioning things” and “saying something about things”. The final sections of the 

grammar deal with the details of noun and verb morphology, always with the emphasis 

on the communicational value of the relevant structures; Drawing from experiences in 

India and the Eastern Visayas, I make the case that this kind of organizational scheme 

has the potential to transform grammar in teacher training institutions and in elementary 

schools from an arcane, impenetrable list of rules to be memorized, to a fascinating 

communication-forward field of study, intrinsically linked to the communicative nature 

of human experience.  
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Participatory Approach to Rapid Word Collection 

 

Jacqueline Huggins  

 

Participatory approach methodology, the process of engaging communities in their 

own decision-making, planning and development has been applied to several fields, 

and qualitative research. This paper describes the author’s experience using a 

participatory approach in dictionary making. The procedure developed by Canada 

Institute of Linguistics aims to develop a tool for rapidly collecting words reflecting emic 

semantic domains. The current tool uses preset semantic domains that reflect a very 

Western lexicon. This process is a tool for teachers who don’t yet have dictionaries in the 

languages they will be using in their MTB-MLE programs. The collecting process is 

completed in three rounds. Round One: The facilitator asks, “What are things your 

people need to survive?” Participants write responses on meta-cards. Cards are 

categorized: very important, important, and somewhat important. Round Two 

generates a wordlist from one of the very important words elicited in Round One. The 

facilitator asks to write down words related to that word. These words are categorized 

and labeled. A picture is taken of the compilation. Round Three: Participants form 

smaller groups each selecting a different word. They repeat the process on remaining 

words. Five female speakers of the Kagayanen language of Palawan collected 3,183 

words in ten days, four hours a day. They formed 27 semantic domains. Three 

participants had prior experience with the current Western model. They expressed the 

ease of collecting words using this approach because it was based on known ideas 

important to them, whereas the current model was a literal translation from English to 

Kagayanen. In the author’s self-evaluation she had to resist the inclination to rely on 

Western intuition and judgment. She learned not to question participants’ prioritized lists 

of semantic domains when in Round One, their very important list designated Family as 

more important than Air, Food and Water.  
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Current Studies on Philippine Linguistics 

Dept. of Linguistics, College of Social Sciences and Philosophy 

University of the Philippines, Diliman 
 

Convener: Jesus Federico C. Hernandez 

 

The panel presents results from current linguistic fieldwork, archival research, and corpus 

analysis of Philippine languages, with topics that encompass the different components 

and subdisciplines of linguistics such as morphology, morphosyntax, semantics, and 

lexicography. The first paper investigates the plural marking system of Bolinao, based on 

analysis of texts and linguistic data elicited from the field. The second paper surveys the 

concepts tense/aspect and mode in Tagalog as presented in linguistic studies as well 

as available pedagogical materials on the language. The third paper is a linguistic 

anthropological inquiry on the conceptual structure of emotions in modern 

Tagalog/Filipino, through the lens of the Natural Semantic Metalanguage. The fourth 

paper looks into the reduplication patterns in borrowed terms in Filipino, based on the 

corpus being collected by the UP Monolinggwal na Diksiyonaryong Filipino project. The 

panel aims to present these working papers to a wider audience to set off scholarly 

discussions and critiques, as well to open avenues for possible research collaborations. 

 

Notes on Bolinao Plural Marking System 

 

John Venson P. Villareal 

 

This paper is a preliminary investigation of the plural marking system of Bolinao. Based 

on the analysis of texts and elicited data, two strategies are employed in thislanguage: 

1) the use of saray, and 2) the use of the affix -aw-/-u-. While the use of saray is 

consistently found in the data, there are only few examples that show the use of -aw-/-

u- for pluralization. The consistency in the use of these strategies are explained by 

comparing them with the strategies used in other Philippine languages such as Ibatan, 

and Agta. The paper also attempts to show the possible stages of grammaticalization 

of plural marking in Bolinao.  
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A Critical Survey of Tagalog Tense-Aspect-Mode (TAM) System Descriptions 

 

Ria P. Rafael and Elsie Marie T. Or 

 

Philippine languages have complicated verbal morphology systems wherein verbal 

affixes may incorporate multiple grammatical features, including aspect, focus, and 

mood, all in a single morpheme. The present study presents a survey of literature on 

Tagalog / Filipino verb morphology, and focuses on how tense/aspect and mood are 

defined and discussed in these linguistic studies. Findings from these linguistic studies are 

also compared to Tagalog/Filipino teaching materials to see if the treatment of these 

grammatical features reflect findings from linguistic research. Preliminary findings show 

that within the linguistic literature, there are differences in the definition and scope of 

each category, while textbooks may not cover all possible forms for expressing 

tense/aspect and mood in the Tagalog/Filipino. We will attempt to form some 

recommendations to remedy the issues that will be found through this study. 

  

Words and Worlds: 

A Natural Semantic Metalanguage (NSM) Analysis of Filipino Emotion Words 

 

Michael Manahan 

 

In 2012, the Philippines was named as the 'most emotional country in the world' by 

Gallup, an American research and consulting firm. This, however, does not necessarily 

translate to as being the happiest nor saddest country in the world. It does show that 

the Filipinos are more inclined to acknowledging and validating their feelings and 

emotions. But what does this really mean? 

 

Emotion research in the Philippines has been confined primarily in the field of Psychology. 

Only a handful of studies (i.e. published research) has been done viewing it from other 

disciplines. The purpose of this study is to conduct a linguistic anthropological inquiry into 

the emotional universe of the Filipinos by studying lexical terms of emotions through the 

modern Tagalog (also Filipino) language and by considering culturally-based aspects 

of the conceptual structure of Filipino emotions. 
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The Natural Semantic Metalanguage (NSM) approach will be used as the framework for 

this study. The NSM theory is a universal and culture-independent approach to studying 

semantics. This framework explicates Filipino emotion words and expressions through 

cultural scripts, hence, giving us an overview of the emotional world of Tagalog speakers. 

 

The reduplicative affix C1(C2(C3))V1- in Filipino orthography:  

A corpus-based analysis  

 

Jem R. Javier 

 

This paper looks into how the reduplicative affix attached to borrowed terms in 

contemporary written Filipino is represented in the current orthography, as reflected in 

the corpus of published texts. The Filipino language corpus is the product of the UP 

Monolinggwal na Diksiyonaryong Filipino (UP MDF) project, with the aim of using the 

former as the basis for the compiling of the said lexicographic work. While there may be 

forms that can be considered as maverick, nevertheless, the result of the survey displays 

two distinct patterns on the reduplicative affix for borrowed terms: C1V1- for the 

hispanized terms, or terms borrowed from Spanish then later respelled using the "old" 

Filipino orthorgraphy; while C1(C2(C3))V1- is used for terms that have been recently 

borrowed from English. These findings are then juxtaposed with the orthographic 

strategies suggested/implemented by the Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino (KWF); and what 

appears to be a conflict between the rules carried out by the KWF and the forms that 

appear in Filipino-as it is actually used in the present-suggests a reconsideration of the 

Filipino orthographic system for use in pedagogy, translation, and academic discourse. 
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Working Papers in Philippine Phonology 

Dept. of Linguistics, College of Social Sciences and Philosophy 

University of the Philippines, Diliman 
 

Convener: Jesus Federico C. Hernandez 

 
This panel brings together three (3) studies on the phonological features of three 

Philippine languages: Tagalog, Ilokano, and Maguindanao. These studies highlight the 

use of current methods in acoustic phonetics: vowel mapping, the use of speech 

analyzer programs in describing syllable structure and suprasegmental features such as 

stress/-accent in these languages. Aside from describing the basic properties of their 

phonological systems, particular issues are highlighted for each individual language. 

The paper on Tagalog, for example, looks at the ways grammatical structure may 

interact with and/or correspond to intonation units (IUs) which are measured and 

discerned through phonological patterns. The Ilokano paper, on the other hand, offers 

another, more nuanced account of gemination in the language. Finally, the paper on 

Maguindanao makes use of static palatography in determining the exact articulatory 

features of /l/ in the language. Collectively, these studies not only aim to contribute to 

the already rich data and scholarship on the sound systems of these three languages 

but to also look at them from a comparative perspective: to surface the peculiarities 

that characterize them as Central Philippine, Cordilleran, and Danaw languages, 

respectively, and the common features that unify them as Philippine languages.  
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Another Look at the Phonology-Syntax Interface in Tagalog: Spotlight on 

Intonation Patterns and Intonation Units 

 

Ellyn Cassey K. Chua  

Johans Bermudez Cruz 

 

Notes on Acoustic Phonological Grammar of Ilokano 

 

Benito Vargas Nolasco 

Jotham Angelo Rodriguez 

 

A Maguindanao Phonological Sketch 

 

Edward G. Estrera 

Vincent Christopher A. Santiago 

Norodin Undong 

 
 

 

Studies on Forensic Linguistics 

University of Santo Tomas 
 

Convener: Rachelle B. Lintao 

 

Anatomy of Philippine Product Warnings: An Integrated Approach in 

Designing Consumer Safety Information  

  

Shielanie Soriano-Dacumos 

University of Santo Tomas 

University of Rizal System Binangonan 

  

 



PRESENTATIONS  Book of Abstracts 

  2018 Linguistic Society of the Philippines  

National Conference & General Meeting (2018 LSP-NCGM) 

March 1-3, 2018 

 

2018 LSP-NCGM Email: lspncgm@gmail.com 

 Website: http://www.lsphil.net/2018lspncgm 

45 

Marilu Ranosa-Madrunio 

University of Santo Tomas 

 

Product warnings are vital information sources designed to shield consumers against 

any harm brought by product misuse. Though cautionary texts appear on the surface 

of consumer products, the structure of 'what should be' in the product warnings have 

been a global concern of lawyers and warning researchers since product liability cases 

between manufacturers and consumers continue to multiply in the 21st century. Setting 

exact criteria in determining a well-designed warning would facilitate better 

comprehension among consumers and bridge the gap in creating a more 

comprehensible, readable, and usable safety information between product 

manufacturers and consumers.  

 

This research utilized the triangulation method of research where qualitative, 

quantitative, and experimental methods in setting the guidelines in writing and 

designing product warnings.  The comprehensibility of both existing and the researcher-

created product warnings of medicines, household chemicals, and beauty products 

was tested with the help of 45 mothers in Rizal Province, Philippines. Likewise, through 

Coh-metrix and Stylewriter, the readability index of both sets of cautionary texts was 

examined and revealed significant findings. In the end, the usability testing of the newly 

designed product warnings generated favorable responses among the consumers.  

 

Well planned and effectively designed product warnings provide  consumers the hint, 

awareness, and responsiveness to the level and nature of hazards of the products. 

Product users would be better informed and be more motivated to adhere to the 

warnings which will lead to safe behaviour among consumers.  

 

Policespeak: Exploring The Language and Structure of Philippine Police 

"In-Custody" Interviews 

  

Doreen Elsie Jane L. Gersava  

Michelle A. Desierto 

University of Santo Tomas  
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This study focused on the 'in-custody' police communication with adult offenders by 

looking into the structure and language used by the police in the 'in-custody' interview, 

particularly the utterance functions and question types used by the police investigators. 

This paper likewise examined the terms and phrases that establish rapport and authority 

which are distinctly used in police communication. The study of policespeak or police 

communication is vital as it either makes or breaks the interview process. Utterance of 

appropriate words at the right time, place, and context gives communication clarity 

and yields desired actions. This study employed a variety of conceptual and theoretical 

frameworks of Heydon (2005) to identify the utterance functions in the opening and 

closing statements, Gibbons (2008) and Holt and Johnson (2010) modified classification 

to categorize the question types, and Hall (2004) to determine policespeak terms and 

phrases. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) by Fairclough (1989), Fairclough and Wodak 

(1997), and van Dijk (1996) was employed in the analysis. The findings revealed that the 

investigators in the 'in-custody' police interviews have varying utterance functions in the 

opening statement which include: establishing motive, requesting of the offender's 

guardian, and expressing of emotions. While the predominant question type used in the 

questioning are the WH Questions. Commonly used terms and phrases, on the other 

hand, include: Tay, ate, po, ho, ganito, hindi mo ako kilala, hindi ka uubra sakin, 

makukulong ka. The results show that the 'in-custody' police interview in the Philippines 

has features of its own that could be re-evaluated and refined.  

  

I Don't Get It! The lexico-grammatical features of Republic Acts 

in the Philippines 

  

Josephine B. Alarcon 

Danny Osboken Balance 

University of Santo Tomas 

  

Upholding justice and its exercise through laws are more intricate than how it is generally 

perceived. Its intentions must be conceived right from the start of the legislation process: 

from the drafting of the bill, approving the bill, to making the bill a statute or Republic 

Act, in the context of the Philippines. However, legal documents such as Republic Acts 

are not always comprehensible most especially to the target readers mainly because 

of the nature of the legal language. Thus, this paper analyzed the lexico-grammatical 
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features of Republic Acts (RAs) in the Philippines. Forty RAs culled from the 13th to the 

16th Congress of the Philippines' official website were analyzed. The results of the study 

reveal that legal English in legislations have different lexicons to a large extent. These 

lexicons and their peculiar grammatical usage contribute greatly to the 

incomprehensibility of the law. This situation invalidates the clarity of the law. Further, the 

results have clearly shown that these identified lexico-grammatical features certainly 

pose a serious threat not only to comprehension but also to other aspects of legislations 

such as the accessibility of information. Thus, this paper challenges legal draftsmen how 

they define accessibility of information by legal principles: Does accessibility mean only 

availability of information? Or does it go further with its scope by giving paramount 

importance to the understanding of the intention of the law? 

  

 

Deontic Meanings in Philippine Contracts 

 

Rachelle Ballesteros-Lintao, Maria Regina P. Arriero, 

Judith Ma. Angelica S. Claustro, Kristina Isabelle U. Dichoso, Selenne Anne S. Leynes, 

Maria Rosario R. Aranda and Jean Reintegrado-Celino 

University of Santo Tomas 

 

Modality, from the cognitive linguists' perspective, relates to a "speaker's assessment of, 

or attitude towards, the potentiality of a state of affairs" (Radden & Dirven, 2007, p. 233). 

A type of modality that is very much visible in contracts is the deontic modality. A 

considerable body of literature, various empirical studies and actual Philippine court 

cases put forward how deontic uses in legal documents such as contracts can bring 

about issues and confusion leading to comprehension problems. Contract drafting 

entails a specialized work that a legal drafter must be able to write assessable and 

comprehensible contracts. This study addressed how con- tractual modalities are 

interpreted in the Philippine context and investigated how the most commonly misused 

modal shall is employed in different Philippine contracts. In examining deontic meanings, 

this work attempted to address the following questions: 1) What modals/non-modals are 

employed in expressing the meanings of obligation, permission and prohibition in 

selected Philippine contracts? 2) How is the modal shall utilized in the given contracts? 

Matulewska's (2010) work on the three deontic meanings of obligation, permission and 
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prohibition and Stark's (2007) construct on the correct usage of shall in contracts served 

as frameworks of this study. Results reveal the concurrence or likeness in the use of 

modals of these contracts vis-a-vis the local codified laws and in a number of contracts 

in other countries (Bondi and Diani, 2010). More importantly, two central findings of this 

study have uncovered the differences on the rules and at the same time the 

overwhelming number of incorrect shall uses, resulting in misunderstanding of the 

contracts, as reflected in a number of Philippine legal cases filed in court. 
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Workshop On Language Documentation And Description In The Philippines 

 

Louward Allen Zubiri 

University of the Philippines, Diliman 

LAMZUBIRI@up.edu.ph 

 

The Philippines is a language hotspot. It means that the country has high linguistic 

diversity and also a high degree of language endangerment. Despite this, language 

documentation and description has been mainly a peripheral endeavor in linguistic and 

language studies in the country. 

 

This workshop introduces participants of the LSP - General Conference to  

language documentation and description within the Philippine context. The workshop 

is designed for researchers without much experience in working on language 

documentation projects and/or in doing fieldwork. 

 

The workshop will briefly cover: 1) introduction and rationale for doing language 

documentation, 2) ethical considerations, 3) data collection, processing, and 

management, 4) documentation tools and techniques, and 5) funding for language 

documentation projects. Basically, the workshop's goal is to capacitate participants to 

be able to prepare and structure a language documentation project. 

 

Participants are expected to be able to come up with a simple capsule proposal for a 

documentation project after the workshop. 
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Picking Some Unripe Low-Hanging Fruit From Bisugo:  

A Filipino Language Corpus 
 

Resty Cena 

University of Alberta 

restycena@gmail.com 

 

Join the presenter in a report on the behind-the-scene battles—many were lost but a 

few were won—in his quest to develop a Filipino language corpus. Two unripe fruits are 

discussed—a dictionary of rhyming root words in Tagalog and a word frequency count 

of Tagalog words and affixes. Throughout the presentation, a variety of issues and 

problems, tools, design dilemmas, and cross-your-finger solutions are pointed out. “Leaks” 

in the grammar of Tagalog words make word corpusing challenging. Some of these 

challenges were overcome, but many were annoyances given the lowliest of treatment: 

exceptions. Thinking of developing a text corpus for other Philippine languages? This is 

a good venue to be encouraged—or discouraged.  
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Language Model Self and Resistance among New Language Teachers: A 

Socio-Psychological Argument 

 

Edward Jay Mansarate Quinto 

Mapúa University 

ejmquinto@mapua.edu.ph 

 

The paper reports a part of a bigger project that focused on language teacher possible 

selves as a bellwether of identity construction among new language teachers (NLTs). 

Markus and Nurius’ (1986) possible-selves theory, a socio-psychological theory of identity, 

informed the theoretical grounding of this investigation among NLTs who were, at the 

time of data gathering, transitioning into the ELT role. Semi-structured interviews were 

conducted among 15 NLTs (pre-service=7, in = service=8). Analysis revealed an 

emergent theme of a hoped-for desire to become an effective language model, which 

took shape as a result of personalized yet intricately social identity construction 

processes. On one hand, the absence of a feared counterpart of this language model 

self suggests an ‘imbalance’ within this dimension of NLT identity. On the other hand, it 

could be that this ‘imbalanced’ dimension of identity is a creative strategy that NLTs 

utilize toward a ‘resistance-in-progress.’ The researcher argues that this aspect of 

identity construction among NLTs is geared toward resisting native-speaker values in ELT. 

At the backdrop of multidimensional themes of language teacher selves, the effective 

language model self most clearly demarcates this resistance-in-progress, as it directly 

veers away from the notion that only native speaker teachers could be language 

models. 
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Exploring the Role of L2 in L1 Writing: Clues from English Teachers’ Think 

Aloud Protocols 

 

Joel M. Torres & Eden Regala-Flores 

De La Salle University & Central Luzon State University 

joel_torres@dlsu.edu.ph 

 

In the past, the ESL/EFL field had intensively explored the effects of L1 to L2, yet 

overlooked the possible effects of L2 to L1. Hence, this study is an attempt to offer initial 

answer as regards the considerable interest in how bilinguals make use of their language 

repertoires when engage in L1 composing task. Four Filipino English teachers from four 

senior high schools were asked to compose essay in their L1 (Filipino). Think Aloud 

Method was used to identify the roles of L2 (English) during the L1 composing activities 

and a semi-structured interview was carried out to determine participants’ reasons for 

language switching. Data from their Think-Aloud Protocols revealed that L2 was 

adopted as a common strategy during L1 composing process particularly in text-

generating (producing and reviewing the text), idea-generating (planning), idea-

organization (planning), task examining and process-controlling. The amount of L2 use 

varies with each category of composing activities and among the participants. 

Participants’ exposure to L2 and the lack of equivalent concepts in L1 made the 

participants to resort to their L2 while writing in their L1. 

 

Novice Masters: Lived Experiences of Special Program in Foreign Language 

(SPFL) Learners Learning Chinese Mandarin  

 

Aisee Paguio Cruz 

aisee_cruz@yahoo.com 

 

The study investigates the life world of Special Program in Foreign Language (SPFL) 

learners learning Chinese Mandarin as their third language (L3). The topic being 

underscored is how SPFL learners acquire their Target Language (TG) while still in the 

process of mastering their second language (L2) which is English. This study employed 

phenomenological research to describe the lived experiences of SPFL learners. Five (5) 
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participants took part in the study and data were gathered using face-to-face interview 

and focus group discussions where themes were extracted. Findings revealed four 

themes: (a) learning a new language for a brighter future; (b) positive emotion as a 

factor towards TG learning; (c) role of code switching in learning the language; and (d) 

better learning through knowledge and exposure to TG’s cultural background. As a 

conclusion, learners experiencing interaction using Chinese Mandarin deemed it 

beneficial for their future. Additionally, learners acquire better comprehension of the TG 

because of the fun and fulfilment it brings. Also, TG is better understood through relating 

it to their existing language. Finally, TG is acquired effectively by understanding its 

cultural background. Recommendations for further research include: (1) exploring the 

impacts of having a Chinese Volunteer Teacher (CVT) teaching TG; (2) identifying 

relevant seminars, trainings, and exposure to be given to teachers; (3) discovering how 

can L2 and L3 teachers work hand in hand; (4) investigating the role of code switching 

in learning the TG; and (5) studying how programs and activities could serve as aids in 

TG learning.  

 

Metadiscourse Markers in College Students’ Reflective Essay on the 

Teacher’S Blogging and Vlogging 

 

Arnel R. Madrazo  

Far Eastern University 

nelmadrazo@gmail.com 

 

Claire A. Madrazo 

Western Mindanao State University 

 

Anchored on Hyland’s framework (Hyland & Tse, 2004) of metadiscourse: interactive 

and interactional resources, this study used category-genre analysis of college students. 

The text analyzed was a reflective essay to the teacher’s video log or vlog and reading 

links. The students’ reflective essays were published in the teacher's blog. Given that the 

internet is a very influential source of students’ thinking, the teacher’s blog could be a 

tool to determine how students negotiate propositional content with the use of 

metadiscourse markers. In fact, Rabikowska (2008) views blogging as an effective 

learning instrument on the students’ development of self-reflection. The current study 
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analyzed the students’ reflective essay that were evaluated as proficient by three 

expert raters. It is necessary to investigate how students convey their thesis to the reader, 

being their teacher or their classmate, to see how they negotiate their ideas pertaining 

to sensitive issues such as the teacher’s lack of knowledge or skill in the technical aspect 

of blogging or vlogging. The data consisted of 100 reflective essays distributed equally 

by gender. The most commonly occurring metadiscourse markers were transitions as an 

interactive resources and hedges , boosters and self-mentions as interactional resources. 

Kolmogorov-Smirnov Z test was computed to determine if students vary in their use of 

metadiscourse. Data shows more observed interactional resources like hedges, boosters 

and self-mentions. There is clear evidence of authorial identity with the dominance of 

self-mentions. There is a thin line between hedges and boosters as some students 

appear to be aggressive in their tone even if the object of criticism is their teacher. 

Perhaps, this self-reflection is characteristic of being a millennial in the new media as 

Brossard and Scheufele (2013) noted that tone in blog commenting affects people’s 

attitudes and their thinking. 

 

Rhetorical Moves in the Essays Of Filipino Multilinguals 

 

Marites B. Querol 

University of Santo Tomas; Saint Mary's University 

mbquerol@yahoo.com 

 

Writing for the past decades has been affected by the perceived norms in English for 

Academic Purposes (EAP) and English for Specific Purposes (ESP) dominated by the 

language across areas, discipline and setting (McIntosh, Connor & Gokpinar-Shelton, 

2017). Contexts that allow for more flexible patterns of communication between users 

of different varieties of English, with negotiation and accommodation being keys to 

success in writing can benefit from Intercultural Rhetoric (IR), or “the study of written 

discourse between and among individuals with different cultural backgrounds” (Connor, 

2011, 2). In the context of a multilingual institution in which writers, having varied L1, are 

required to write in academic English, the aim to identify the rhetorical moves of the 

argumentative essays, a common requirement in the academe across disciplines, is 

deemed beneficial to provide appropriate scaffolding in guiding the multilingual writers. 

This paper tried to describe the rhetorical moves of the argumentative essays of Filipino 
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multilinguals (with Ilocano, Ifugao and Gaddang as L1) using the model of Hyland (2009) 

on the rhetorical moves of argumentative essays. The essays were coded by the 

researcher and an inter coder in relation to the stages or parts and the moves found in 

the sample essays. The findings showed that in general, the argumentative essays 

reflected only the first two parts, thesis and argument. None manifested the conclusion 

part. As regards the moves, the most common move in the thesis was establishing the 

issue and in the argument stage, the claim was present in all samples. The marker was 

present in at least 80% of the samples but the support was only manifested by 20%. Thus, 

the senior high school multilinguals in this study do not manifest all the moves in 

argumentative writing. 

 

Are We on the Same Page?: The Students' Learning Preference Vis-Á-Vis the 

Teachers' Instructional Strategies 

 

Jon Paolo M. Ordoñez 

St. Anne College Lucena Inc. 

jonpawordonez@gmail.com 

 

Mariela C. Ayala 

St. Anne College Lucena Inc. 

 

Chenee M. Dino-Aparicio, Ph.D. 

 

In line with the continuous growth of the educational system of the Philippines, the K-12 

curriculum was implemented. Due to this, the teaching-learning process has been very 

instrumental to the growth of the system requiring a study on the current learning 

preferences of the students and the strategies used by the teachers. This study is an 

attempt to determine whether the teacher’s strategy matches the learner’s 

preferences since learners most efficiently and most effectively perceive, process, store, 

and recall what they are attempting to learn and how they prefer to approach different 

learning tasks, and teacher preferences facilitate a greater chance of achieving 

desired learning outcomes (Akbarzadeh, 2014; Fenton, 2012; Kitchie, 2008). Studies have 

been conducted about the learning preferences and teaching strategy, but have 

scarcely addressed the questions regarding the connection between the student’s 
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preferences and teaching strategies, so this study aims to link the strategy of the teacher 

to the learning preferences of the students. Therefore, to examine if the teaching 

strategy meets the learners’ preferences, the sample population of senior high school 

students of a selected institution (through Slovin’s Formula) are asked to answer a 

questionnaire (Visual-auditory-kinesthetic learning style self-assessment questionnaire) 

that would determine their learning style preferences. Along with it, classes are observed 

to determine the teaching strategy used by teachers. Results of these tests would be 

used to investigate whether teachers’ teaching strategies matches the learning style 

preferences of students. Findings aim to provide implications on the possible match or 

mismatch between the teaching strategy and learning style preference that would be 

very essential in achieving the goals of the modern pedagogy. 

 

Reading Strategy Profile of Graduate Students 

 

Raymond Peter Ibasco 

DeLa Salle University-Dasmarinas 

mondgt@gmail.com 

 

Merry Ruth Gutierrez 

Philippine Normal University 

 

The strong need to primarily assess the graduate students reading skills more than their 

writing skill is imperative because they are expected to comprehend an increasingly 

larger volume of informational text (e.g. academic texts) in their field of specialization 

such as language, science, social studies and mathematics (Lee as cited in Beng & 

Keong, 2015). Most academic institution strongly believe that entrance examinations 

could reflect the students’ reading and writing ability necessary to survive in the 

academic challenges of graduate school studies, hence, could likewise provide a 

relatively valid academic profile. This study focused on the reading strategy employed 

by graduate students. It aimed to profile the dominant reading strategy utilized during 

a given reading assessment. This study specifically utilized the Comprehensive 

Assessment of Reading Strategies or CARS (2006) that focuses on the 12 reading 

strategies central to achieving general comprehension reading skills (literal, inferential, 

vocabulary and concept, metacognitive). Results showed that: first, the reading 
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strategy profile of graduate students reveal their general reading comprehension ability 

which has provided useful insights in the field of academic reading in the tertiary 

instructional program. Second, reading comprehension is found to be a complex and 

multifaceted construct. Hence, reading assessment might be helpful in developing a 

preparatory or an intervention reading program supplemented with appropriate 

academic reading activities in higher education. 

 

Twitcrit as a Tool to Motivate Reading 

 

Matthew M. Nepomuceno 

FEU Cavite 

mnepomuceno@feucavite.edu.ph 

 

Kristal Joyce B. Ibarra 

Feu Cavite 

 

Aumi Manansala And Rebekah Mambiar 

 

Reading has been a perennial challenge among teachers, parents, and students, 

especially in the 21st century where learners prefer to flick a smartphone rather than to 

flip pages of a book. This challenge led the researchers to study the FEU Cavite SHS 

Students’ motivation to read, and eventually develop a strategy to help learners 

become more motivated to read. This paper introduces a classroom strategy, which is 

dubbed as “TwitCrit”, a clipping of the words “Twitter” and “Criticism”. TwitCrit is a pun 

on the term “LitCrit” i.e. literary criticism. It is defined in this study as a strategy that allows 

learners to express and share their ideas, takeaways, and emotions from any text that 

that they have read using Twitter (a social media site which only allows 280 characters 

for every post) as a platform. The study involved (1) a pre-test, i.e. determining the 

students’ motivation to read profile, using Pitcher et al (2007)’s assessment tool, prior to 

TwitCrit; (2) intervention, i.e. implementation of the the TwitCrit strategy in the classroom; 

and (3) a post-test, i.e. determining the students’ motivation to read profile after 

program implementation. Moreover, selected students were interviewed about their 

perceptions about the TwitCrit strategy. The study reveals positive effects of the TwitCrit 

strategy in making readers more motivated to read, particularly because they are given 
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a chance to share after they have read. This study concludes that while technology 

may be considered as a distraction, it may be transformed into an opportunity to learn. 

 

Mood Enhancers and their Effectiveness to the Reading Comprehension 

Skills of the Selected Sophomore Tertiary Students 

 

Madel V. Pascual 

mvp_ada@yahoo.com 

 

Mood enhancers stimulate someone to attain a goal in a particular task and encourage 

him to achieve a better result. Chocolates, essential oils, and color can all act as stimuli 

to manipulate someone to do things differently. In this study, the writer will focus on the 

effectiveness of the said enhancers to the reading comprehension skills of the 

respondents. There are 50 sophomore tertiary students from WCC - ATC who will 

participate in this study. The writer used experimental method to identify the difference 

between the two groups. This includes the pre and post test in reading comprehension. 

The instruments varied from the teacher's past classrecords, test results, and chapter 

tests. The experimental group experienced the three kinds of stimuli for their reviewers 

while the control group were subjected to black and white reviewers. The statiscal 

treatment are mean and t-test. Both groups increased their scores in post test trials, but 

compared with the control group, the experimental group is better. This proves that the 

experiment is a success and the mood enhancers had a significant effect in the reading 

comprehension of the students. 

 

Critical Writing Pedagogy: A Critical Review on Student Voice for Social 

Emancipation 

 

Juland Dayo Salayo 

Philippine Normal University / University of Santo Tomas 

axel_salayo@yahoo.com.ph 

 

This article discusses critical review of literature on critical writing pedagogy to 

determine its status and challenges as an approach in empowering student voice for 
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social action. Gathering both the classic and novel stands on critical pedagogy from 

various scholars and experts in the field following Freirean ideology, it was identified that 

ESL classroom is in critical condition having the absence of power and voice: dimensions 

that liberate the learners from the oppressive elements caused by academic 

reluctance and resistance to changes. Thus, to heighten emancipatory writing 

pedagogy, the following were shared by various educationists and reformists in 

education particularly in language learning: the use of L1 in L2 acquisition, and the 

recognition to the World Englishes which empower the learners due to their cultural 

relevance to learning. In the modern perspective, the integration of technology in 

writing is also acknowledged to be the source of power in shaping social transformation 

and social justice. However, with the provocative stance of this critically-labelled 

discipline, the inclusion of humanity, empathy and emotionality in the general 

understanding of the ‘critical’ state of writing are also recognized because of their 

salient features of scrutinizing the truth as an initial action in social awareness. The 

gathered data opens implications for ELT specifically in promoting critical writing 

pedagogy as a means of empowering ESL learners towards social action, emancipation 

and hegemony. 

 

 

Mainstreaming Gender-Fair Language: Student Handbooks And The 

Politicization Of Self-Expression 

 

Wilzen D. Bermoy 

University of the Philippines Cebu 

wdbermoy@up.edu.ph 

 

Student handbooks serve a disciplinary mechanism to enforce normative behavior, instill 

acceptable classroom practices, and proselytize worldviews and ideologies. The 

present study explicates the relationship between grammatical gender and inclusive 

education. Set in Cebu City’s influential and most preferred universities, it focuses on the 

linguistic representation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) students 

particularly in relation to uniform, appearance and grooming guidelines. Initial critical 

discourse analysis (CDA) of the monolingual text samples, which are categorized 
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according to educational stage, reveals three patterns: (1) sex and gender are used 

interchangeably; (2) illustrations and examples are stereotypical; (3) descriptions of 

policy subjects do not foster awareness of intersectionality. It is imperative that student 

handbooks are attuned to the learning philosophies and social realities of the 21st 

century and that they are in compliance with the gender-responsive advocacy of 

national government agencies such as the Department of Education (DepEd) and the 

Commission on Higher Education (CHED). Therefore, framers and assessors alike of 

institutional-level regulations, policies, and procedures ought to revise obsolete labels 

and clauses that preclude academic diversity. 

 

 

A Linguistic Approach To Plagiarism Detection In Postgraduate Students 

Academic Papers 

 

Tobias, Maria Arjie 

Bulacan Agricultural State College 

mariarjietobias@gmail.com 

 

Rachelle B. Lintao, Ph. D. 

 

Plagiarism being an unethical practice one in the academe can commit has been 

made easy through the contribution of ubiquitous information over the internet. In line 

with this problem, various plagiarism detection software has been developed to aid the 

teachers in easy plagiarism checking. However, previous research have found and 

reported the many ways students can do to trick these programs, thus this paper to aims 

to use forensic linguistic analysis in plagiarism detection among academic papers 

submitted by postgraduate students which remain undetected within traditional 

plagiarism software. It will utilize 30 student paper submissions to the graduate office and 

will use an external plagiarism detection software to detect plagiarized texts in 

academic papers. Also, it will attempt to deliberately identify instances of plagiarism 

based on intrinsic plagiarism detection through comparison of the copied and original 

text with regard to grammar, punctuation, syntax, semantics, lexis and discourse, and 
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will then use descriptive linguistic analysis to depict the features of found plagiarized 

texts. 

 

Could Robots Be The Future Of Language Teaching? 

 

Yongming Luo 

Philippine Normal University 

vinceluo.good@gmail.com 

 

Nowadays, a heated discussion on topic of whether or to what extent Robots will take 

the place of human beings in working positions is going on. The first driverless car makes 

taxi drivers feel frustrated. Meanwhile, the first introduction of 60,000 robots in logistic 

industry in China makes postmen feel hopeless, and the first translation machine make 

translators and interpreters a sense of unprecedented crisis awareness. In the contexts 

of robots competing with human beings for working positions, people naturally ask the 

question who will be the next? With the question whether language teachers will be 

replaced by educational robots, the writer carefully and widely read related journals 

and conducted case study. This paper investigates the common concern among 

teachers in the field of language teaching in the era of Artificial Intelligence (AI). What 

role will language teachers play in the future under the contexts of robots? Will we lose 

our jobs to robots? What can we do to reply to the situation in the future? According to 

the findings of the literature review and case study, it was found that it was beneficial 

to involve teachers in the learning activity, even if as a facilitator, a common approach 

when robots are used in education. Teaching is certainly changing in the world of AI, 

but that the future is in our own hands. It is up to teachers themselves to learn how to 

weave technology into their profession.  

 

Language Preference Of Lawyers And Clients During Court Proceedings In 

The Courts Of Iligan City 

 

Elijah Marvin S. Guangco 

elegy081193@gmail.com 
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This study is focused on the language preference of trial lawyers and clients during court 

proceedings in the Municipal Trial Courts of Iligan City. It discusses how the three media 

of communication, namely English, Visayan, and Code-switching affects their 

understanding and causes them language problems. Through the conducting of 

interviews and surveys, it was discovered that the lawyers did not have any dilemma 

about any of the languages at all, but their primary worry was about the clients. This is 

because the use of the English language makes it hard for the clients to understand 

court proceedings. The clients also found it hard to express themselves in court using the 

English language. The concern about getting into a misunderstanding due to confusion 

was put into account. On the other hand, the Visayan language and Code-switching 

did not cause problems to the respondents, but the lawyers preferred the English 

language inside the court room. Moreover, it was concluded that due to the legal terms 

and dictum in the court that are in English and Latin, the lawyers found it better to stick 

with the English language, since translating the terms into the vernacular language will 

just add to the workload, while the clients preferred the Visayan language due to the 

fact that they want to defend themselves, speak for themselves, and be able to express 

what they want to express during court proceedings. 

 

The Writer’s Path And Pace: Integration Of Self-Paced Learning In Academic 

Writing  

 

Kornellie L. Raquitico 

Philippine Science High School-Main Campus 

kraquitico@gmail.com 

 

The practice of self-paced learning has been existent for nearly half a century already 

(Baker & Goldberg, 1970) yet many traditional schools still employ teaching methods 

and strategies that are one-size-fits-all and expect all students to achieve set learning 

outcomes within a given grading period. This conventional method may not be 

completely applicable anymore to some subjects in Senior High School, like Academic 

Writing, especially if Philippine high schools seriously aim to promote independence, 

resilience, productivity, and other 21st century skills to prepare pre-university students for 

real-world and workplace challenges. Thus, this study aimed to shed light on the 

student’s perception on the effectiveness of the use of self-paced learning in the 
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Academic Writing course in Philippine Science High School-Main Campus. Through a 

comparison of the students’ writing quality before and after the implementation, the 

data-gathering progress track scores, and an online survey among 4 English 5 classes, 

the following were specifically examined: (1) the effect of the method on the writing 

task quality, (2) goal achievement, (3) the development of their 21ST century skills, and 

(4) the student-student and student-teacher interaction. It was found that there was a 

significant decrease in the writing quality in the third quarter, but most students became 

more disciplined and successful in achieving their learning goals. The respondents also 

shared that they became more independent, self-driven, responsible, and flexible 

learners and that the frequency of classroom interactions were maintained. However, it 

is recommended that more time for orientation, preparation, and consultations be 

given to make sure the students are properly guided with the path and pace they chose. 

 

The Interface Of Teaching Principles And Classroom Practices In Teaching 

Writing: A Case Study 

 

Reynan Maalihan Santos 

Bataan Peninsula State University – Dinalupihan Campus 

reynsantos.2015@gmail.com 

 

Writing as a productive macro skill must be taught by the teacher with the right 

approaches in order to achieve effective pieces of writing output from the students. This 

case study examined the principles and practices of an English Language teacher in 

teaching writing inside the classroom at Bataan Peninsula State University – Dinalupihan 

Campus. It delved into how teacher’s principles on teaching writing influences 

teacher’s practices and performance on the actual teaching of writing. This case study 

used Borg’s (2003) teacher cognition model as the framework of the study. The data 

were collected using classroom observation and interview and the data were analyzed 

using qualitative content analysis and thematic analysis. The study found out that the 

respondent’s existing principles in teaching writing is influenced by her professional 

coursework (seminars and trainings) rather than by her scholastic background. On the 

other hand, her classroom practices are influenced by contextual factors such as 

cognitive level of the students and classroom size which define what particular strategy 
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in teaching writing she feels more appropriate. Further research exploring teacher 

cognition in teaching writing is suggested. 

 

In The Eyes Of The Pros: Expectations From Pre-Service Teachers Of English 

 

Lenis Aislinn C. Separa 

Polytechnic University of the Philippines Bataan 

lenisaislinn@yahoo.com 

 

 

Ruby Jean S. Medina 

Polytechnic University Of The Philippines Bataan 

 

Leonila J. Generales 

 

Teacher Education Institutions (TEIs) provides pre-service teachers with the foundational 

learning in preparation for their careers in schools as facilitators of learning. From the 

theories they have learned in the university, students are sent to different schools 

beginning their second year to have their observation of actual school and classroom 

environment through their Field Study courses. After spending four semesters for visiting 

both public and private institutions, students are assigned in a school to render service 

the entire semester as a Practice Teacher. 

 

Hands-on experiences of pre-service teachers on being an educator in an institution 

serve as a venue for them to practice the theories learned in the university. Similarly, the 

course on Practice Teaching provides students with insights and approaches which may 

not be discussed in class. What can be even more interesting is the possibility of 

unlearning what have been taught in their alma mater to give way to the coaching of 

the professional teachers to whom they are assigned for training. 

 

Through purposive sampling, this paper aims to investigate how cooperating teachers 

evaluate the performance of student teachers assigned to them. With the emerging 

positive attributes expected from student teachers, better teaching-learning 



ABOUT  Book of Abstracts 

  2018 Linguistic Society of the Philippines  

National Conference & General Meeting (2018 LSP-NCGM) 

March 1-3, 2018 

 

2018 LSP-NCGM Email: lspncgm@gmail.com 

 Website: http://www.lsphil.net/2018lspncgm 

67 

experience is expected among the future Practice Teaching students, as well as with 

their cooperating teachers. 

 

Phonological Variations Of Three Ilocano Dialects Of Region 2 

 

Lysel I. Haloc 

De La Salle University, Saint Mary's University 

lysel1640@gmail.com 

 

Shirley Dita 

De La Salle University 

This paper is an attempt to provide a description of the phonology of Philippine English 

focusing on Ilokano speakers of three provinces of Region 2. This paper also attempts to 

augment the dearth of studies on phonology of Philippine languages, specifically that 

of Ilokano. The study is a descriptive survey involving 15 participants from Nueva Vizcaya, 

Isabela and Cagayan. All participants were born and raised, and obtained their 

education from the province. The respondents answered a questionnaire and were 

subject to a read-aloud activity. The data, gathered through audio recording, 

underwent segmental and suprasegmental analysis. Results affirmed the studies of 

Tayao and Llamzon on the phonological features of Philippine English. The respondents 

have mostly displayed features of the mesolectal and basilectal variety but also showed 

features of the acrolectal varieties in some areas. The results also suggest that there exist 

variations as regards the participants’ geographical and linguistic orientations. The study 

poses pedagogical implications on the teaching of English in multilingual settings. 

 

 

 

Politeness Strategies Of Students In Breaking News  

 

Rodny Giverson V. Garcia  

Saint Mary's University  

rodnygarcia25@gmail.com  

 

mailto:rodnygarcia25@gmail.com
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Lara Mae C. Lawodna  

Saint Mary'S University  

 

Jaira K. Balog  

 

Zayda S. Asuncion zjasuncion@yahoo.com 

 

This research geared itself towards addressing the dearth studies on politeness in 

breaking news by investigating the strategies employed by 241 public junior high school 

students and their relation to news types, age, gender, grade level, role relation and 

ethnicity. The study was grounded on the composite strategies of Ambady, Koo, Lee, 

and Rosenthal (1996) in classifying the strategies. Responses were generated using a 

Discourse Completion Test (DCT) and interviews and recordings were also used to 

support the quantitative data. Results revealed that the other-oriented and affiliative 

strategies were used in most contexts and to most addressees. Strategies were often 

combined resulting in the creation of hybrid strategies. In addition, circumspect and 

affiliation were mostly employed in breaking bad and good news, respectively while 

other-orientation was used in both news types. Only age and grade level showed 

significant difference between the strategies and social variables. However, female and 

Ilocano respondents used other-orientation more often in both news. Finally, other-

orientation was used to person with higher or lower social status while affiliation was used 

to person with the same social status. The results imply that the addressee, kind of news 

and Filipino cultural norms are some of the variables that affect the polite behavior of 

students. Finally, there is a need for students to practice all strategies in the success of 

face-work management in breaking news.  

 

 

Classroom Transactions Among Practice Teachers: Focusing On Questions 

 

Joyce Anne P. Velasco  

Saint Mary's University 

velascojoyceanne9@gmail.com  
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Deia G. Bruno  

Saint Mary'S University  

 

Christian Jay C. Pudiquet  

 

Christian F. Buyoc  

buyocchriss@gmail.com  

 

Questioning is a relevant and useful tool in any classroom discussion to achieve a more 

productive and successful teaching-learning process. This study sought to identify the 

type or level of questions asked by the secondary practice teachers, to determine if 

their preference of question type varies according to gender and major, and to classify 

the exchanges that occurred in all classroom transactions. Video analysis was the main 

instrument used. Videos were gathered during the pre-service teaching of the practice 

teachers in the different schools assigned to them. There were 19 videos gathered from 

three public high schools to identify the levels of questions used based on the revised 

Bloom’s Taxonomy of questions. The model of Sinclair and Coulthard was used as basis 

to classify the exchanges present in the different classroom transactions. Quantitative 

data were analyzed using Mann-Whitney U Test, Kruskal-Wallis Test and median 

computation. Qualitative data were analysed using frequency, percentage and 

Standard Deviation. Results revealed that knowledge was the most used level of 

question. Moreover, the practice teachers’ preference of question type does not vary 

according to gender and major. Finally, findings also revealed that questions were 

always initiated by the practice teachers, followed by the students’ response, and 

feedback by the teacher. Pedagogical implications have been identified based on the 

findings.  

  

   

Factors Affecting The Speaking Proficiency Among Freshmen Education 

Students 

 

Jenarlyn L. Abaut 

loveleniephd@gmail.com 
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Keinett M. Bulandres 

Student 

 

Lenie Rose M. Pagasian 

 

This study aimed to identify the factors affecting the speaking proficiency of freshmen 

education students in their speech class of Jose Rizal Memorial State University, Dipolog 

Campus. This study is anchored on the Theory of Speaking by Yorkey, that, speaking skill 

like other skills must be practiced continuously. The researchers employed the 

descriptive method,utilized a cell phone recorder in collecting data from respondents 

and rubrics as the basis for rating their answers rated by some English professors from 

JRMSU. The results revealed that most of the freshmen education students were within 

the age range of eighteen to twenty-three years old. Most of the respondents were 

females. Pronunciation ranked as first in speaking proficiency, followed by 

comprehension and grammar. The factors affecting of speaking proficiency of the 

respondents were lack of well-organize ideas, low self-esteem and presence of speech 

faults and improper accent when reading and speaking. It was also revealed that there 

is a significant relationship between the teaching strategies employed by the teachers 

and the speaking proficiency of the students. 

 

The researchers also concluded that the speaking proficiency of the freshmen students’ 

needs to be improved and developed by themselves and also with the supporting aid 

of our educators.  

 

The researcher recommends that the students must practice more to become proficient 

on the second language. The teachers must utilize educational technology and more 

instructional materials to aid and language acquisition. Train and mold the students to 

become proficient enough in the second language. 
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Reflexive Pronoun Use In Millennial Argumentative Essays: Evidence From 

Philippine High School Students 

 

Arthea Arese Sunico Quesada 

De La Salle University 

arthea_quesada@dlsu.edu.ph 

 

Kristina Truya 

De La Salle University 

 

Viel Cerize Antazo 

De La Salle University 

 

Pronouns, as a word class, are regarded as simple and easy. Reflexive pronouns are 

considered elementary and are not even included in recent K-12 curriculum guides for 

high school, yet Filipino high school students seem to always find difficulty mastering it. 

In light of the rising interest in World Englishes, and the emergence of quality Philippine 

English corpus linguistic research, a total of 988,132 words from 1812 student essays were 

analyzed, to look for patterns in reflexive pronoun use. This study utilized argumentative 

essays written on a prompt about the relevance of teaching grammar itself. Data was 

gathered for almost one month, across different public and private high schools in Luzon. 

Frequency counts, as well as concordance, collocate and cluster analysis was done, 

through the use of Antconc Ver. 4.3. Syntactic analysis of forms, functions and 

grammaticality were done using the framework of Quirk, et. al (1985). Results and 

findings show different trends and predominant reflexive pronoun functions among 

Filipino Millennials. Related studies, as well as Language Acquisition, Reflexive Pronoun 

evolution and 

Philippine English Research gave further strength to the researcher’s aims to establish 

baseline data on present language characteristics of Filipino millennials that would bring 

about implications for Grammar instruction, testing and curriculum planning. 
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Linguistic Markers Of Identities In Philippine Online Networking 

 

Mary Joy C. Carnazo 

Ateneo de Manila University 

maryjoycarnazo@gmail.com 

 

The English language, traditionally described as monolithic and monocentric, has been 

evolving into varieties that are embedded in unique communities of practice (CoP). 

Moreover, the spatial boundaries that once defined the varieties of the English 

language is now being challenged with the emergence of the internet where 

interlocutors of diverse linguistic backgrounds create virtual communities to serve 

unique purposes. Using a corpus of online exchanges, it is noted that English occupies a 

specialized space in the community of practice as it works along with Tagalog. 

Moreover, it is found out that the community seems to naturalize code-mixing of English 

and Tagalog as contact languages, but they do not only rely to words as resources to 

communicate. Also, the members may share similar cultural models about the English 

language, but the possibility of clashing models is still given space as they are also 

affiliated with different social groups, both online and offline. English also occupies a 

special space in their community as it is viewed as a tool for effective communication 

and a language associated to power. Finally, the situated meanings attached to their 

unique use of vocabulary are considered identical to their group; hence, they assert 

their identities through them. However, these identities are still negotiated as they shuttle 

in different communities. This can be an indication that the academic institutions have 

the power to shape the cultural models of each of the learners about the languages 

such as that of English and local languages like Filipino. Also, the advancement in 

technology which leads to translingual practices may also call for academic support. 

Hence, language teaching, specifically English language teaching, may reconsider the 

paradigm to use as models in teaching to cope and align with the recent realities in the 

communities of practice. 
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Self-Image Projection Of Filipino Online ESL Teachers 

 

Justine M. Sanoy 

sanoyjustine@gmail.com 

 

English as a Second Language (ESL) teaching is becoming a fast-growing career in the 

Philippines. The influx of foreign learners of English is on the rise due to the relatively more 

affordable but quality ESL programs being offered locally (Cabigon, 2015). Filipino online 

ESL teachers go through a process of face maintenance in building a good relationship 

with their foreign students. Teaching foreign students and recognizing the cultural 

differences require a process of face negotiation for the teachers to retain their desired 

self-image. The purpose of the on-going research is to identify the face strategies 

employed by the selected Filipino online ESL teachers from the selected ESL companies 

in Metro Manila. A phenomenological approach will be applied in this study, as the 

researcher wishes to draw a rich information about the Filipino online ESL teachers’ 

teaching experiences through one-on-one semi-structured interviews. By the end of the 

study, the researcher will gain deeper knowledge on the strategies employed by the 

Filipino online ESL teachers and how these strategies influence their relationship with their 

students. 

 

The Role Of Feedback In Improving Students' Writing 

 

Maria Charlot Ann S. Bergantin 

Bataan Peninsula State University – Dinalupihan Campus 

airamsuarez278@gmail.com 

 

Process Approach to writing, according to Flower and Hayes (1981) has four key points: 

(1) writing is a series of thinking process, (2) that are interconnected, (3) directed towards 

a particular goal, and (4) the writer may produce sub-goals or may change goals in the 

process. And these processes are applied by the writer in the writing process. This 

research on teacher feedback recognizes the role of feedback in the process 

approach to writing that leads to the improvement of the written product. Grounded 

on Vygotsky’s (1978) Social Development Theory, which argues that “social interaction 

precedes development; consciousness and cognition are the end product of 
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socialization and social behavior”, this qualitative research looks at writing as a social 

process – a form of interaction between teacher – students and peers (classmates) – 

students. The study analyzed 88 draft and 44 final essay (total of 132 papers) of reflective 

essays and 44 drafts and 22 final paper (total of 66 papers) of argumentative research 

papers (total of 192 papers) written by 3rd year students during the 1st semester of A.Y 

2016 - 2017. Moreover, these papers were studied looking at the kinds of feedback the 

teacher and the peers (classmates) wrote on student papers. A semi-structured 

interview was also utilized to know how students responded to and processed the 

feedback on their papers. The study found out that the role of feedback is both 

developmental and motivational. However, students prefer teacher feedback than 

peer feedback because they are more concerned on improving their papers and their 

writing skills. Implications for teaching writing and the use of feedback are also discussed 

in this paper to encourage researchers to explore peer feedback and address its 

limitations in teaching writing as a process. 

 

Morphological Awareness And Its Relationship To Vocabulary Knowledge 

And Morphological Complexity Of College Students 

 

Elija Marie R. Del Rosario 

Cavite State University, Indang, Cavite 

elijamariedelrosario@gmail.com 

 

Agnes Catalan Francisco 

Cavite State University, Indang, Cavite 

 

The present study was conducted to analyze the morphological awareness and its 

relationship to the vocabulary knowledge and morphological complexity of selected 

students of Cavite State University. Specifically, it aimed to identify the extent of the 

students’ awareness of analytic and synthetic word formation rules, to determine the 

vocabulary knowledge and its effect on the morphological awareness of the 

respondents, and to determine the performance of the students on simple and complex 

words and identify its relationship to students’ morphological awareness. Descriptive 

method of research was used and quantitative method of data analysis was performed 

in the present study. The data were statistically analyzed through descriptive statistics, 
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specifically by computing the mean and standard deviation of the data. To establish 

the relationship among the variables, the Spearman Rank Correlation Coefficient was 

used. Thirty (30) selected AB English students were chosen as respondents using 

convenience sampling. Based on the results of the study, the morphological awareness 

of the respondents was higher on the analytic aspect than on the synthetic aspect. It 

was also found that the vocabulary knowledge of the participants was high; 

nonetheless, it was drawn that as the level of difficulty goes up, the scores of the 

respondents decrease. Another finding that was drawn from the study was that the 

respondents were more knowledgeable in simple than in complex words. Furthermore, 

it was concluded that overall morphological awareness has a strong positive 

relationship with the vocabulary knowledge and was also statistically significant with 

respect to morphological complexity. 

 

Translating The Post-Colonial Modern: Strategies In Selected Poetic 

Translations Of C.F. Bautista’s Sugat Ng Salita 

 

Rommel Chrisden Rollan Samarita 

De La Salle University, Manila/San Beda College, Alabang 

rommel_chrisden_samarita@dlsu.edu.ph/rcrsamarita@sanbeda-alabang.edu.ph 

 

In 1985, the young Cirilo F. Bautista, Philippines’ most illustrious poet writing in English in 

the late 20th century, recently hailed Philippine National Artist for Literature, published 

his first poetry collection in the Tagalog vernacular—Sugat ng Salita. After more than 3 

decades, from its first print under De La Salle University Press, Inc., Sugat ng Salita, a 

volume of 46 modern verses, is presently being re-read and re-imagined through a 

literary translation in English. This paper samples 3 English translations of C.F. Bautista’s 

poems: Kawalaan (English trans. Nothingness), Kung Paano Ginawa ang Salita (trans. 

How the Word Was Created), and Ang Pagpatay sa Salita (trans. To Kill a Word), and 

explicates key strategies in translating the selected poetic texts. Following Robert de 

Beaugrande’s Factors in a Theory of Poetic Translating (1978), particularly de 

Beaugrande’s concept of poetic competence, the translator studies the syntactic 

structure of Cirilo’s modern Tagalog verse, and locates the same syntax within the 

poetics of Modern and Post-modern American Poetry, 2 poetic traditions assimilated in 

(post- and neo-)colonial Philippine education, to ground the translator’s structuration 
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competence and historical awareness (in de Beaugrande’s exposition of competence) 

of dominant and emerging creative writing practices in the Philippines in 1980s. 

Reflecting on the translation process, the translator finds that (1) the poetic syntax of 

Tagalog modernist—Cirilo Bautista, and the American modernists—Marianne Moore 

and William Carlos Williams, comparable; (2) that poetry is a de-constructed text, in the 

context of the poetic text’s original sentential form; and, (3) linguistic procedures, 

notably syntactic reconstruction of the source text and the target text, phonological 

integration of the English phoneme /s/, and lexical transformation are effective 

strategies in translating C.F. Bautista’s first modern classic written in a major Philippine 

language. 

 

Analyzing Nick Joaquin’s Short Stories In A Top-Down Reading Approach 

 

Dilanie P. Valero And Marisa C Bucan 

marisabucan@gmail.com 

 

Marisa C. Bucan 

 

 

This research aimed to study closely and carefully the elements of the short stories on 

Nick Joaquin’s selected literary works with the use of Top-down Reading Approach. It 

also aimed to analyze the inherent grammatical features evident in the chosen short 

stories namely the noun and verb phrases. The researchers gathered information and 

made use of top-down processing and reader-response theory which aimed to analyze, 

interpret, or evaluate the inherent features of the aforementioned literary works of Nick 

Joaquin to find out how the features work together to bring about an effect to the 

reader. 

The study proved that the chosen short stories of Nick Joaquin were loaded with setting, 

character, plot, conflict and symbol. It was found out that the use of top-down model 

theory in analyzing the selected short stories helped readers increase their reading 

comprehension and let them understand with adoration the literary works of Nick 

Joaquin by analyzing it from general idea before digging into smaller ideas. 
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Literature as that of Nick Joaquin’s works keeps the ideals of people like love, faith, and 

duty. All of which are part of human life that is worthy to be kept. The author’s way of 

presenting and featuring his literary works would make students understand the worth 

and importance of what they read and let them relate to their real-life experiences. 

 

Literature students can think in a specified way his works importantly leading to a 

meaningful and highly intellectual meaning. Joaquin’s writings possess power and 

elements of greatness as well as expertness in style. 

 

Stylistic Analysis Of Selected Short Stories By Nick Joaquin 

 

John Mark A. Masagnay 

West Visayas State University Janiuay Campus 

jm.masagnay@gmail.com 

 

This study focused on stylistic analysis of the three short stories of Nick Joaquin. The 

researcher used descriptive approach in doing the stylistic analysis through Luders’ 

(2013) model to analyze the stylistic/literary devices and Searle’s (1976) framework to 

identify and analyze the categories of speech acts used by the author. The researcher 

purposively selected three short stories, took two extracts from each story or a total of 

six extracts which were direct utterances or dialogues of the characters and identified 

every literary/stylistic device found from these three stories. Interpretations and 

meanings were formulated based on these identified stylistic devices and speech acts. 

To determine the validity of the stylistic devices, speech acts, and interpretation, three 

inter - raters were invited to give feedback and suggestions. T - unit was used as unit of 

analysis, and frequency and percentage were used as statistical tools. Furthermore, the 

results revealed that “parallelism” got the highest percentage among the stylistic 

devices used with 30.50 %. It was followed by “anaphora” with 22.70%, alliteration with 

13.48%, enumeration with 7.80%, simile with 6.38 %, personification with 5.67%, and 

metaphor with 3.54%. Furthermore, the results revealed that “assertive” got the highest 

percentage among the speech acts used with 49.04 %. It was followed by “directive” 

with 35.58% and “expressive” with 13.46%. The least speech act used among these 

stories was “commisive” with 1.92%. These results imply that the author would often use 

assertive speech acts on his short stories which means that most of the characters may 
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state, suggest, accuse, criticize, complain, deny, disagree, predict., conclude, reply, 

etc. The author was also particular with the structures or would often use parallel 

structures on his sentences. 

 

A Discursive News Values Analysis Of The Duterte Administration's War On 

Illegal Drugs 

 

Wilfred Gabriel A. Gapas 

University of Santo Tomas and Far Eastern University, Manila 

wgabrielgapas@gmail.com 

 

The Duterte administration is known for its flagship policies such as the charter change 

proposal to federalism and the (in)famous war against illegal drugs. This investigation 

focuses on the latter, as it had gained local and foreign attention due to the reported 

number of arrests and killings. Using a corpus of online reports on the illegal drugs war, 

the present study seeks to identify (1) the news values deployed to construct 

newsworthiness and (2) the lexico-grammatical resources used that exhibit the news 

values. Bednarek and Caple’s (2017) discursive news values analysis framework is utilized 

in examining 45 purposively sampled online reports published by three leading media 

organizations during the first five months of President Duterte’s leadership. A variety of 

lexico-grammatical instantiations is revealed in order to highlight specific news values, 

particularly that of negativity, eliteness, and superlativeness. These findings may carry 

important implications to journalistic practice and the critical reading of news by 

laypersons. 

 

A Critical Discourse Analysis Of President Rodrigo Roa Duterte's Selected 

Public Speeches 

 

Eduardo Teodoro B. Ramos, Jr. 

MFI Polytechnic Institute and Far Eastern University Manila 

edteo.ramos@yahoo.com 
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President Rodrigo Roa Duterte has been the President of the Philippines since June 30, 

2016. He is known for his speeches that are spontaneous and at times humorous as well 

as his utilization of swear words in almost all of his speeches. He utilizes swear words 

(mostly to express his displeasure over pervasive national issues of utmost urgency) in 

English, Bisaya, and Filipino. 

 

One of the pervasive themes in President Duterte's speeches is his anti-drug campaign, 

which has earned both praise and criticism for its manner of implementation and its 

notoriety. All of his speeches are interspersed with this theme since it is his manner of 

reminding the public about the detrimental effects of drugs on people. A second 

pervasive theme in the president's speeches is criminality and peace and order, which 

he had started as his advocacies as Davao City mayor when he assumed the 

presidency. Another prevalent theme of a majority of the president's speeches is his 

criticism of the Roman Catholic Church in the Philippines, which has been criticized for 

various fiduciary, social, governmental, and even sexual controversies as well as its firm 

position on the administration's efforts to curb criminality and drugs. 

 

One of the objectives of Ramos' study is to explore the interconnection between 

President Duterte's use of language in his speeches and its effects on his audience, 

whether live or virtual (those watching via television or live Internet streaming or listening 

via radio). Another objective of the study is to examine the effects of the president's 

speaking style on his audience. One last objective is to determine the common 

grammatical functions of his anecdotes, his jokes, and even his rants and swear words. 

Ramos' study will be anchored on Halliday's Systemical Functional Grammar and on 

Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis theory. Speeches that will be utilized for the 

purposes of this study will be selected by the researcher himself. 
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Gay Language Exposure Of Selected Shs Students In Bataan: Inputs For An 

Integrative Model On Language Acquisition  

 

Joel Suarez Castro  

Department of Education - Division of Bataan 

joelcastro_2007@yahoo.com     

 

Faithe D. Bauyon  

faithe.bauyon@gmail.com  

 

Language helps people to adapt in the environment and understand its complexities. 

The best example of this proposition is the fascinating pervasion of the gay language. 

By understanding the factors that can be attributed to the comprehension and use of 

gay language of the target respondents the researcher hopes to contribute to the 

improvement of second language teaching in a sense to the improvement of the 

general pursuit of second language teaching in the country. This paper is a quantitative 

research that follows descriptive and correlational design to measure the gay language 

exposure of the respondents and its implications on language acquisition. This paper 

aims at describing (1) the respondents’ profile, (2) the circumstances where the 

respondents encounter and use gay language, (3) their attitude towards gay language, 

and (4) their gay language comprehension using a validated questionnaire and a gay 

language test. To examine the given proposition, Creswell (2013), correlational 

approach can be used to investigate the relationship between two or more variables 

through a correlational analysis. The paper concluded that to acquire a second 

language may mean having the right attitude toward the target language and making 

oneself an active part of the community where the language is spoken. It is a process 

of understanding the vocabulary, familiarizing oneself with the sounds, and allowing 

oneself to interact with the users of the target language. In the context of learning 

English as a second language, the students are essentially dependent on the input they 

receive, which is commonly limited by the school situation they are in. The teacher is 

responsible for leading all initial interaction, and as the student becomes more 

comfortable with the English language, the control of the interaction can be removed 

slowly until such time that the students can take control of their own language learning.
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Probing On E Di Wow And Pak Ganern In Spoken Discourse  

 

Chirbet Ayunon Miguel  

Cagayan State University  

chirbetmiguel.csu@gmail.com     

 

This paper then investigated on two newly-created expressions arising from the gay lingo: 

e di wow and pak ganern as reflected in student spoken discourse. Specifically, the 

paper investigated on the meanings attached to the expressions e di wow and pak 

ganern in the participants’ use of these expressions and how are these utterances and 

their linguistic context reflective of the speakers’ identity. 

This paper is anchored on two frameworks: one is the Social Identity Theory by Henry 

Tajfel and second is the Interpesonal Metafunction by Halliday. It employed a 

qualitative research methodology in determining the meanings of E di Wow and Pak 

Ganern in spoken discourse among students.  

Results revealed that e di wow posts the most number of occurrences which may mean 

that the expression is more popular than the other expression, pak ganern. Looking at 

the data, it can be seen that female interlocutors dominated the use of the expressions. 

This leads to the implication that female interlocutors are more expressive and creative 

in the use of expressions in conversations. The findings revealed that the expression e di 

wow was generally used to express sarcasm while the expression pak ganern was 

generally used to express agreement. As to the roles and relationships according to 

language choice, it can be seen from the recorded conversations that intimacy can 

be determined from the participants through the use of colloquial words and terms of 

endearment.  

Such an analysis reveals the hidden-self of the participants and unleashes their intentions 

behind these utterances. The language choice of the interlocutors has shown part of 

their identity as individuals who are expressive of their emotions, and transparent of their 

ideas and feelings. Further, the participants’ creativity in language use is evident as 

shown in their ability to use the expressions as replacement of certain thoughts and 

ideas. 
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Power and Politeness: Its effects to Social relationships 

 

Ella Mae C. Batlag, Angelmar O. Asumbrado, Crystel Faith Ceprado, & paul Vincent R. 

Bonga 

 

 

Mood, Interactive Social Distance, Type Of Personality And Choice Of 

Second Person Pronoun: A Correlational Study 

 

Gefilloyd L. De Castro 

Zamboanga State College of Marine Sciences and Technology 

aqohsidyep812@gmail.com 

 

This study aimed to test the hypotheses that there is a significant relationship between 

mood and choice of second person pronoun, and interactive social distance and 

choice of second person pronoun among the Zamboanga Chavacano speakers. This 

study also aimed to determine the type of second person pronoun (i.e. tu, uste, ka vos) 

that is generally used when addressing specific personalities. Descriptive Experimental 

research was used in this study in which the subjects were the 106 native speakers of 

Zamboanga City. Pearson Product Moment Correlation, frequency and percentage 

distribution were used to analyse and interpret the data. This study revealed that there 

is pronoun shift (e.g. from ‘tu’ to ‘vos’) when the speaker is angry or annoyed and when 

the speaker meets with a long-time-no-see person. This study also revealed that the 

choice of second person pronoun depends on the person they are talking to. The 

pronoun “tu” is usually used when talking to grandparents, parents, uncle/aunt, 

teachers, officials and elder neighbours. The pronoun “vos” is not used with elder people, 

people who are higher up in the society’s organization or the much respected people 

because one may be impolite and disrespectful. The pronoun “uste” is used only by few 

speakers since this is very formal and is normally used with elder people. The pronoun 

‘ka’ is mostly used with friends. Thus, it is safe to say that the pronoun “tu” is mostly used 

by the speakers and is the safest pronoun to use with anybody. 
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It’S A No: An Analysis Of Refusals In English Among Filipino Students 

  

Red Jean L. Pida  

Cavite State University-Main Campus  

jerdean17.jf@gmail.com  

 

Alma Mae A. Añano  

Cavite State University-Main Campus  

 

Danica Fate F. Fanoga  

Cavite State University-Main Campus 

 

Catherine R. Mojica  

Cavite State University-Main Campus 

 

This study aimed at investigating the preferred refusal strategies used by selected Filipino 

students of Cavite State University-Main Campus. It identified the most commonly used 

refusal strategy and the semantic formulas and patterns involved considering social 

status and social distance. Descriptive method was used in this research. Only 30 college 

participants whose age range from 16 to 20 years old were purposively selected. With 

the use of Discourse Completion Test, written situations, considering (a) social status: 

higher, equal, and lower and (b) social distance: strangers, acquaintances, and 

intimate relationship, were prepared, validated, and given to the participants. Data 

were analyzed and categorized based on the refusal taxonomy of Beebe, Takahashi, 

and Uliss-Weltz (1990). Results revealed that the participants differed on the ways they 

used refusal strategies. Direct refusals, indirect refusals, and adjuncts to refusals were 

identified. Sixteen semantic formulas (direct: 2, indirect: 11, and adjuncts: 3) were noted. 

Indirect refusal strategies were found to occur most. Excuse, reason/explanation + an 

attempt to dissuade the interlocutor was analyzed to be the most dominant semantic 

pattern from the responses elicited. The choice of this semantic pattern could be 

accounted to the influence of Philippine culture on the use of refusal strategies in English. 

Indirectness was found to be evident to avoid the risk of losing face; hence, to provide 

better responses. Considering direct refusal strategies, negation of proposition was 

found to be highly preferred by the participants. Gratitude/appreciation was also 

mailto:jerdean17.jf@gmail.com
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evident under adjuncts. It can be gleaned from the findings that they tend to be more 

polite to a higher status interlocutor and become more direct to an interlocutor of lower 

status. To conclude, refusal strategies are being used in different ways depending on 

the social distance and social status involved.  

 

Exposure To E-Books And Its Effects On The Reading Habits And 

Comprehension Of Selected Non-English Major Students  

 

Lynne Orby G. Bayot  

Cavite State University 

lynneorby@gmail.com  

 

Agnes Catalan Francisco  

Cavite State University  

 

In recent years, e-books have become more and more popular among students, way 

easier to be installed, set up and accessed in any electronic gadget such as mobile 

phone, laptop, tablet and the like. This study aimed to evaluate the effects of e-books 

on the reading habits and comprehension of selected non-English major students of 

Cavite State University. Specifically, it aimed to determine the level of exposure of the 

respondents to online books; and to ascertain the effects of such an exposure on the 

reading habits and comprehension of the respondents. Using descriptive method, the 

researchers adapted Akpokodje’s (2016) survey questionnaire on reading habits and 

adopted an online reading comprehension examination. Thirty (30) non-English major 

students who were exposed to e-books were surveyed online. Data were treated 

quantitatively and qualitatively. Findings showed that all the participants are highly 

exposed to e-books. Respondents who were found ‘reluctant readers’, or those who 

read mostly when needed only, were a bit higher in number than those regular readers. 

Further, exposure to e-books highly improved the participants’ reading habits. However, 

results showed that exposure to e-books has a negative impact on the reading 

comprehension of the students.   
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Discourse Functions Of Conjunct Adverbials In Philippine English 

 

Joebert P. De Los Santos 

Faculty Member, Languages Department, University of St. La Salle, Bacolod City 

j.delossantos@usls.edu.ph 

 

 

The paradigm of World Englishes has radicalized the views of language pundits and 

educators on the spread, recognition, and acceptance of English varieties worldwide. 

Philippine English, being one of these varieties, has gained considerable attention in 

academe. Hence, this study was conducted to account for the discourse functions of 

word and phrasal conjunct adverbials in both spoken and written categories culled 

from the International Corpus of English-Philippine database. Using some of the frequent 

samples of conjunct adverbials from the corpus data (thus, first, then, now, in other 

words, as a consequence, to name a few) based on the typology of Quirk, Greenbaum, 

Leech, and Svartvik (1985), the study has yielded interesting findings. Primarily, conjunct 

adverbials function as cohesive markers. They are also used to show contradictory ideas. 

Another function is that they signal a result. Finally, they behave as discourse fillers to 

avoid speech gap or breakdown. Results further imply that the analysis of conjunct 

adverbials in discourse can bridge the gap between what people say and what they 

mean in spoken and written communication. Overall, findings have practical 

implications for the teaching of conjunct adverbials using corpus linguistics in second 

language classrooms. 

 

A Contrastive Rhetoric Analysis Of Job Application Letters In Philippine 

English And American English 

 

John Paul Obillos Dela Rosa 

Tarlac National High School-Annex and Philippine Normal University, Manila 

jpdeped21@gmail.com 

 

Rachelle Ballesteros-Lintao 

University Of Santo Tomas 
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This study investigates the physical elements, surface features, readability, rhetorical 

moves, and politeness strategies employed in job application letters written by Filipino 

and American teacher-applicants using the lens of contrastive rhetoric analysis. The 

study analyzed 30 authentic Filipino and American job application letters written from 

2001 to 2015 using Upton and Connor’s (2001) Coding Scheme and Brown and 

Levinson’s (1987) politeness strategies as frameworks for analysis. The results revealed 

that the Philippine corpus does not strictly observe the needed physical elements in a 

job application letter, while the American corpus has consistently adhered to all the 

required elements. In terms of the surface features of the corpora, Filipino teachers 

include less words and shorter sentences that are more lexically dense. Meanwhile, 

American teachers write more words and longer sentences that are less lexically dense. 

As regards the corpora’s readability, measures of lexical density revealed that American 

job application letters are more intelligible than those of the Filipinos. However, both of 

the corpora fall under acceptable ranges of readability based on the Gunning-Fog 

index. In terms of the rhetorical moves, Filipino teachers follow a more personalized and 

unconventional way of presenting details in their application letters, while American 

teachers are more structuj and tend to conform to standards in representing each move 

in their letters. Finally, the preferences of both Filipino and American teachers for 

politeness strategies show no apparent difference. Filipinos observe direct and 

nonstandard ways of expressing respect to their addressees. On the other hand, 

American teachers generally prefer positive politeness strategies and are more indirect, 

formal, and conventional in expressing congenial statements in their letters. Based on 

the results, implications for establishing an ESP writing class for teachers are provided. 

 

 

Learned Informational Texts In Educated Philippine And American Englishes: 

A Systemic Functional Linguistic Analysis 

 

Hjalmar Punla Hernandez 

University of the Philippines Los Banos 

hphernandez1@up.edu.ph 
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Due to the globalization of English and rise of world Englishes, one of the principal 

challenges of teachers of English today is to keep paced with language variation 

(Crystal 2013) which affects their choices on the variety of English in instructional texts 

they use in teaching ESL/EFL academic writing. With these hypotheses: 1. informational 

texts written by educated Americans satisfy the expectations of academic writing 

compared to those written by educated Filipinos; and 2. educated Americans from the 

inner circle write better quality informative texts compared to educated Filipinos from a 

bi/multilingual country, this study scrutinized the text-internal grammatical resources 

functional in learned informative texts in educated Philippine English vis-à-vis that of 

American English. Grounded on Hallidayan grammatical framework, i.e., Systemic 

Functional Linguistics, 80 learned informational texts from the ICE-PHI (40 texts) and -USA 

(40 texts) were analyzed to determine their textual, ideational, and interpersonal 

resources. Results were the following. Learned informational texts in the two varieties are 

possessive of textual resources: theme and rheme, nominalization, and cohesion. Both 

of them use ideational resources: participants, processes, and circumstances. Moreover, 

they convey propositions emphasized by appropriate mood, modality, and polarity as 

interpersonal resources. Therefore, it can be concluded that educated PhE texts written 

by Filipinos are at par with the quality of AmE texts produced by Americans, and that 

such functional resources operating in both texts disprove the two hypotheses. 

Pedagogical implications of the grammatical resources functional in PhE informative 

texts into ESL writing in the Philippines are underscored by the end of the paper. 

 

 

Frame In Frames: Analysis On Knowledge Resources On Selected Pup 

Memes 

 

Paul Leo R. Asilo, Drew Valerij M. Corporal, Kiarra Gwyneth I. Dimalanta, And Emily E. 

Mones 

emily.emonis@gmail.com 

 

 

This study aims to determine and analyze the semantic, pragmatic, and semiotic 

characteristics in the PUP memes’ own linguistic context and its relation to the visual 

image associated with it. 
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Specifically, it sought to answer the following questions: 

 

1. What is the functional relationship of the text and the picture in the memes? 

 

2. How is humor generated in the memes based on the following criteria? 

 

a. Script Opposition (SO) 

b. Logical Mechanism (LM) 

c. Situation (SI) 

d. Target (TA) 

e. Narrative Strategy (NS) 

f. Language (LA) 

 

3. What are the recurring patterns present on the selected memes? 

 

The researchers employed descriptive research to find the form, structure and relation 

of memes to its text. Descriptive research involves gathering data that describe events 

and then organizes, tabulates, depicts, and describes the data collection (Glass & 

Hopkins, 1984). Content analysis is a research technique for making replicable and valid 

inferences from texts (or other meaningful matter) on to the contexts of their use 

(Krippendorff, 1980). As what Krippendorff stated, content analysis observes concepts 

and references in texts, which can be in the form of books, novels, newspaper headlines, 

magazine articles, posters, signages, and the like. "Text" in content analysis is, according 

to Krippendorf, is not limited to written text material alone and can cover a wide array 

of research materials such as art (comics or caricatures) signs, symbols, sounds, etc. 

As this research aims to identify the recurring pattern of the memes which generates 

humor, the main document of analysis is based solely on the context of the PUP Memes. 

 

There is functional relationship between the image and the text; they are 

interdependent with each other. The six (6) knowledge resources that are present in the 

fifty (50) memes were analyzed. 
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Language, Gender And Identity In Testimonials Of Filipino Charismatics 

 

Ma. Vera I. Tuplano 

De La Salle University 

maveratuplano@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Leah Gustilo 

De La Salle University 

 

Identity and its construction in social practices and traditions have been notably 

regarded as one of the leading themes in sociolinguistic studies within the past twenty 

years (De Fina, 2007; De Fina, Schiffrin & Bamberg, 2006; Hall, 2000; Gustilo, 2007). Though 

notions about identity have become pervasive, previous studies have shown that there 

is a dearth of research along this area, specifically involving religious community. Hence, 

this pilot study aims to take into account the identity construction of Filipino charismatics, 

utilizing testimonials in enacting the identities of these narrators. It also seeks to interpret 

how participant narrators construct their old and new self in each of the narrative 

section of the testimony. The research hinges on the following theoretical constructs 

instrumental in interpreting the interrelationship of identity construction, language, and 

gender: Goffman’s (1959) self-presentation rituals; Jones and Pittman’s (1982) taxonomy 

of self presentation tactics; Labov’s (1972) narrative analysis; gender performativity 

(Butler, 1990); and community of practice (Lave & Wenger, 1991; Eckert & McConnel–

Ginet, 1992; 1999). The audio-taped narratives of male (n=10) and female (n=10) 

charismatic participants went through the process of recording, transcribing, coding, 

tabulating, analyzing and interpreting the data. Initial findings disclose that participants 

have utilized a variety of self-presentation techniques in enacting their identities while in 

the process of narrating their life-changing testimonials. Moreover, there are relative 

differences and similarities between the male and female narrators in the way they 

have constructed their identities as members of a charismatic community. 
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Is It Local Or Global?: An Analysis Of Errors In Argumentative Research 

Papers 

 

Jianne Camille Gaviola Panes   

jiannecamillepanes@gmail.com     

 

Errors are features of language that are prevalent in second language acquisition. Errors 

are unconscious mistakes caused by the unawareness of the language rules. According 

to Krashen’s 1994 Monitor Hypothesis, the only function of grammar is to monitor, which 

means that analyzing the errors of the students can reveal if they are using monitoring 

in applying the acquired language. This study identified common errors committed by 

ESL students, particularly the 2nd year Bachelor in Elementary Education students of 

Bataan Peninsula State University – Dinalupihan Campus. The data were gathered from 

the Argumentative Research Paper of 60 students written during the first semester of the 

AY 2016-2017. To analyze the data, the researcher used error analysis by Corder and 

Dulay, et.al. 1981:45 Surface Strategy Taxonomy. The study found out that out of the of 

the 1555 sentences, 764 sentences (49.13%) are local errors and 187 sentences (12.02%) 

are global errors. Likewise, the analysis found out that most of the errors are punctuation 

marks (54.64%), capitalization (31.42%), spelling (9.56%), and apostrophe (4.37%). With 

regard to Surface Taxonomy, the errors are mostly omission, addition, misinformation 

and misordering. This shows that errors are inevitable in second language learning. Thus, 

it is recommended that teachers of English should also give emphasis in structure of the 

language while teaching the function, too. Vocabulary learning in ESL classroom should 

be practiced, as well.        

 

Analyzing Features Of Philippine English Using Linguistic Landscape 

 

Jonas Arellano 

jonas.arellano19@gmail.com 

 

In the Philippines, English is recognized as one of the two official languages for public 

and private purposes. This notion led the researcher to conduct a study about the 

features of Philippine English using the linguistic landscape of Subic Bay Freeport Zone. 

This paper is grounded on Sociolinguistic Theory by Peter Trudgill (1995) which focuses 
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on how language is being used in social and cultural context. The researcher gathered 

300 signages posted in SBFZ and used content analysis in interpreting and analyzing the 

data. The findings revealed the following categorization based on Jirí Rambousek (n.d.): 

Structure of the Signages, Source of Authority, Word Construction, Grammatical Pattern 

of the “No” Sign and the Non-Textual Elements. The researcher further classified these 

signages according to their functions (Nuraeni, Kusumastuti & Nababan, 2006). The 

researcher concludes that language is evolving and dynamic; it is also social and 

cultural. Implications for teaching language as a social discourse is also discussed in the 

paper. 

 

 

Task-Based Instruction In Oral English: Basis For An Instructional Module 

Enhancement 

 

Richard E. Parcon 

Tañong High School, DepEd Marikina 

parconrichard@yahoo.com 

 

Why do students suffer from expressing themselves orally? Students nowadays no longer 

pay attention to word articulation because for them saying a word is enough to convey 

a message that they want to say. Thus even some English teachers are not prepared to 

administer an oral skill task because they find it difficult especially with the use of various 

techniques in oral task or oral testing. This study aims to evaluate the oral proficiency of 

the students before and after the exposure in Task-Bases Instruction, determine the 

difference in the oral proficiency level of the students before and after the exposure in 

TBI, find the difficulties encountered by learners in using TBI and eventually develop an 

instructional module in oral English that will serve as a guide to improve the oral 

proficiency of students towards effective communication. In the conduct of the study, 

an experimental approach will be used to assess the performance of the learners before 

and after the treatment to eventually meet the challenges of increasing the standard 

of speech program, improve pedagogy in teaching speaking and enhance the 

speaking skill of the students 
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Communicative Competence Needs In The Media Industry As Observed 

From The Ba Communication Interns 

 

Cherie Ann Morales - Luna 

Marinduque State College 

cher.morales@gmail.com 

 

This descriptive research determined the observed communicative competence of the 

BA Communication interns and the needed communicative competence in the media 

industry where they were deployed for internship. This study was conducted in 

Marinduque State College, the lone state college in the heart the Philippines. What was 

sought are the observed and needed communicative competence in terms of the a) 

grammatical competence, b) sociolinguistic competence, c) discourse competence, 

d) strategic competence and e) pragmatic competence. Nine (9) internship supervisors 

from ABS-CBN Bayan Productions, Creativoices Productions, Philippine Broadcasting 

Service and DOST – Marinduque were purposively selected as participants. 

Questionnaire was the research instrument used where the participants rated the 

parameters of grammatical, sociolinguistic, discourse, strategic and pragmatic 

competence using two five-point Likert scale: one was to gauge the observed 

communicative competence from Mostly (5) to Least Observed (1), and the other scale 

was to gauge whether it is Most (5) or Least Needed (1). Paired T-Test was also used to 

determine if there is a significant difference between the observed communicative 

competence of the interns and the needed communicative competence in the media 

industry. As the findings reveal that sociolinguistic competence and pragmatic 

competence are mostly observed from the interns, it was identified that sociolinguistic 

competence and pragmatic competence are deemed most needed in the media 

industry. Hence, the communicative competence observed from the BA 

Communication interns correspond with the needed communicative competence in 

the media industry. 

 

 

 

 



ABOUT  Book of Abstracts 

  2018 Linguistic Society of the Philippines  

National Conference & General Meeting (2018 LSP-NCGM) 

March 1-3, 2018 

 

2018 LSP-NCGM Email: lspncgm@gmail.com 

 Website: http://www.lsphil.net/2018lspncgm 

93 

An English Language Needs Analysis Of Information Technology Students 

 

Joseph Christopher Dt. Briana 

De La Salle University 

joseph_briana@dlsu.edu.ph 

 

Mae Lynn D. Mutia 

De La Salle University 

 

With the current K to 12 transition and the initiatives of many higher education institutions 

(HEI) to prepare their various offered program curricula for the new college students of 

A.Y. 2018-2019, it is necessary that HEIs consider the English language needs of students 

in order for them to succeed in their studies and in their future employment. In this regard, 

a language needs analysis (LNA) was done for the Information Technology (IT) students 

enrolled in an HEI in Calamba and Mandaluyong. The LNA sought to determine the 

specific English language skills that IT students need for their tertiary studies and in their 

future employment in the IT industry. A combination of quantitative and qualitative 

approaches to research was employed in order to provide a framework for triangulation. 

Participants of the study were 65 undergraduate IT students, 9 IT instructors, and 10 

alumni of the IT program. Survey questionnaires were administered to IT students and 

instructors, and in order to acquire a deeper understanding of their needs in their studies 

and in the IT industry, interview protocols were done with students, instructors, and 

alumni. Findings of the study has revealed that students consider writing as very 

important for their studies while instructors consider listening as important for the students’ 

studies. For the students’ future employment in the IT industry, both instructors and 

students consider speaking as very important. Moreover, thematic analysis of interview 

protocols has also revealed that students need to learn to communicate in a 

multicultural environment, be exposed to a contextualized English instruction, and be 

trained more with the writing demands of the IT industry. It is recommended that a 

contextualized language syllabus be created in order to address the specific English 

needs of IT students both in their studies and future employment. 
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Gender Differences On The Use Of Conversational Functions In Different 

Argumentative Contexts  

 

Lynne Orby G. Bayot  

Cavite State University-Main Campus  

lynneorby@gmail.com  

 

Mica Xena M. Perez  

Cavite State University-Main Campus  

 

Danielle V. Quibael  

Cavite State University-Main Campus 

 

Catherine R. Mojica  

Cavite State University-Main Campus 

 

The study was carried out to determine the conversational functions used by male and 

female students of Cavite State University in different argumentative contexts in terms 

of (a) length of turns, (b) frequency of interruptions and (c) use of conversational 

functions and borrowing. Descriptive method of research was used in this study. Both 

convenience and purposive sampling techniques were utilized in the selection of 30 

participants (15 males and 15 females). An interview guide, composed of questions 

regarding politics in the Philippines, nationalism, and other critical issues such as same 

sex marriage, RH Bill, divorce and annulment, was prepared and validated. Data were 

gathered using audio-recording for an hour and transcription. These were analyzed 

based on the types of conversational functions (Gumperz, 1976). Results revealed that 

females elaborated their responses and used longer turns than males. They used more 

interruptions than the opposite sex. Moreover, they used conversational functions 

through code-switching evidently more often than males. Inquiry versus giving 

information was found to rank first among the conversational functions considering the 

critical issues and was evident among females. Personalization versus objectivization 

was mainly used by the male participants considering nationalism as the topic. Also, 

males were found to use borrowing more often than females. Borrowing, specifically in 

the word level, was very evident among them. In conclusion, males are more likely to 
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be considered as smooth speakers as they wait for their turns, unlike females who show 

aggressiveness by interrupting their interlocutor in the middle of their turn. In times where 

Filipino language becomes their medium of conveying their answers, borrowing 

becomes very common. 

 

Biblical Verse Structures: A Linguistic Analysis 

 

Rodilyn R. Ansing 

manzanasmjoy@gmail.com 

 

Mary Joy T. Manzanas 

Student 

 

Jomarie B. Siano 

 

Since the Bible is the world’s most famous literary work, the researchers want to know 

what syntactic structures and grammatical features has been used on the biblical 

verses. In fact, the researchers analyzed 2 chapters, 1 chapter from the Book of Proverbs 

(Old Testament) and another 1 chapter from the Book of First Corinthians (New 

Testament) both from the “May They Be One Bible” Today’s English Version. All in all, 

there are 37 biblical verses that has been carefully analyzed. 

 

The researchers gathered information and made use of close reading method for 

comprehending, analyzing and appreciating the context of a given piece of writing. 

This literary approach places great emphasis on the particular over the general, paying 

attention to individual words, syntax, and the order in which sentences and ideas unfold 

as they are read as based on John Crowes Ransom’s “Close Reading Theory” that was 

cited by Jacobus (2007).The result of the study revealed as the researchers carefully 

analyzed the biblical verses used tenses, the past, present and the future tense. Aside 

from that, the study also revealed that the verses used syntactic structures but the 

predominantstructure used is the Structure of Modification. 

 

Furthermore, this study recommends to the other researchers to give way in studying the 

literary works, especially their structures. Not only for the other researchers but also for 
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the Novice and Citizens for them to have a deeper understanding about the word of 

God and also they will be aware that all verses was made up of different structures, an 

example of that are the Four Syntactic Structures of W. Nelson Francis. 

 

(Re) Presentation Of Women In Selected Short Stories  

Faithe D. Bauyon  

Bataan Peninsula State University – Dinalupihan Campus 

faithe.bauyon@gmail.com     

 

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the (re) presentation/ portrayal/ characterization 

of women in selected English short stories in Philippine Literature. Ten English short stories 

which highlight the life of women in different aspects were chosen and analyzed by the 

researcher. The framework used by the researcher is the Social Construction Feminism, 

“A kind of feminism that focuses on the processes that create gender differences and 

also render the construction of gender invisible” (Lorber, 1997). The paper explored on 

how the role of women as social construct affected their presentation in literature and 

how their presentation in literature created new perceptions or changed our previous 

perceptions about their identity as women. Through the use of qualitative content 

analysis, the researcher was able to identify the common traits, personalities and 

characteristics of the female characters in the study and categorized these data into 

two main themes: inferiority versus empowerment with the following sub-themes: 

women as mothers, women as wives, women as lovers (sex objects), and women as part 

of the society. Moreover, this paper also investigated how the gender of the author 

influenced their characterization of women in the text. Implications for teaching 

literature, specifically on characterization of women are also discussed in the paper. 

  

  

Dynamic Written Corrective Feedback And Attitude On Writing Proficiency 

Of Grade 10 Learners  

 

Donnah Faye A. Agbayani  

Central Mindanao University  
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Teresita H. Borres  

Central Mindanao University  

borres_tess@cmu.edu.ph     

 

Language teachers aim to ensure development in the communicative competence of 

students, not only in speaking but also writing. For students to improve on their writing 

skills, practice and feedback are greatly needed. The study attempted to investigate 

on the effect of dynamic written corrective feedback (DWCF, thereafter) to the writing 

proficiency levels of grade 10 high school students of Central Mindanao University 

Laboratory High School. Descriptive and one-shot pretest-posttest experimental 

research design was used involving one intact section of grade 10 learners. Students' 

written essays and an attitude questionnaire were utilized as instruments, following 

appropriate research protocols. 

The writing proficiency of students before and after they were exposed to DWCF were 

both at the less proficient levels. Furthermore, the common writing errors centered on 

incomplete sentences, errors on subject-verb agreement, and capitalization errors. 

Moreover, students generally have a positive attitude towards DWCF. No significant 

relationships were noted between students' attitude and their writing proficiency level 

but the writing proficiency level of students before and after DWCF intervention 

manifested significant difference on their scores, implying that DWCF serves as a 

potential correction strategy to augment students' writing proficiency level. 

 

Genre Analysis Of Selected Undergraduate Thesis Abstracts Of Sacred 

Heart College 

 

Leeroi Christian Q. Rubio 

Sacred Heart College 

leeroiQ@gmail.com     

 

This research identified the common moves & steps and linguistic features that the 

undergraduate thesis abstracts of Sacred Heart College have in order to create a 

format in writing thesis abstracts. This study would be very essential they may help future 

researchers in presenting their undergraduate thesis abstracts. This study is a genre 

analysis that made use of descriptive-qualitative research design. The set of corpora 
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were composed of the undergraduate thesis abstracts of the College of Teacher 

Education Majors in English, Mathematics, Science, Social Science, General Education, 

and Special Education. In the analysis of the set of corpora, it revealed that there were 

six moves and six steps found in the undergraduate thesis abstracts. Some of the moves 

appeared frequently and some appeared very seldom, therefore it was classified as 

obligatory and non-obligatory moves and steps. In terms of the linguistic features, the 

Simple Past Tense was commonly used while Simple Present and majority were Active. 

The number of words, sentences, paragraphs, and keywords in the thesis abstracts are 

not the same. Based on the findings of the study, the following conclusions were drawn: 

(1) There were six moves and six steps present in the abstracts as analyzed by the 

researchers. (2) On the other hand, there was no specific number of keywords and not 

all writers included keywords in making their abstracts. This research devised a 

framework in writing undergraduate thesis abstracts for the College of Teacher 

Education of Sacred Heart College.    

 

 

Linguistic Strategies In Expressing Gratitude  

 

Florens C. Genoves-Bagat  

Saint Mary's University 

Patria Sable Corpus College  

florensgenoves_17@ymail.com  

 

Zayda S. Asuncion 

Saint Mary'S University   

 

This study explored the extent and reasons of use of the strategies in expressing gratitude 

among the students and employees of a non-sectarian private higher educational 

institution in the northern part of the Philippines. The results were used as the basis of 

crafting teaching modules to enhance students’ politeness in relation to expressing 

gratitude. The respondents answered a researcher-made survey-questionnaire and a 

Discourse Completion Task (DCT) based on Cheng’s model which included eight 

different situations for the students and employees. An interview was also conducted to 

determine the reasons for their use of the strategies. The findings revealed that the 
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respondents experienced the expression of gratitude to a moderate extent and had a 

lot of reasons to be grateful for in this world. Further, in expressing gratitude to other 

people, the respondents used varied strategies to let others know that they were 

grateful for the favor, services or material things given to them. Moreover, the 

respondents exhibited similarities in their reasons for using varied strategies in expressing 

gratitude. The key findings of the study provided implications that the proposed 

teaching modules are seen as relevant in enhancing the students’ politeness in relation 

to expressing gratitude; however, these are not the only ways of enhancing politeness 

among students particularly in the use of different strategies in expressing gratitude. 

   

 

Speech Acts in Facebook Status of High School Students  

 

Jenny Ruth R. Suguitan  

Saint Mary's University  

yensuguitan@gmail.com  

 

Alvin T. Valmonte  

Saint Mary's University   

 

In attempting to express themselves, people do not only produce utterances which are 

confined in linguistic grammatical structures and words, but also they often perform 

actions using those utterances. Acts performed behind the production of a particular 

utterance are called speech acts. In this computer age, technology is evidently 

becoming a primary component of daily life. One of the products of technology 

development is social media which paved the way to a simpler manner of 

communication. Facebook is one form of social media which is being utilized worldwide. 

This study used Facebook as the object of research. The study analyzed the status 

updates posted by junior high school students in the different schools in Nueva Vizcaya 

using the Speech Act Theory proposed by Searle in order to identify the common topics 

and the prevalent types of speech acts found in the status updates of high school 

students. The relationship of the speech acts to the profile of the respondents like age, 

gender, year level, classification of school, and socio-economic status was also 

identified. The result of the study showed that most of the students shared about their 
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life experiences. The findings also revealed that assertives and expressives were the most 

prevalent speech acts in the status updates. Moreover, the study found that there was 

no significant relationship between the speech acts and the profile of the respondents.

        

 

Exploring The Nature of Interaction in Senior High School English Classrooms 

 

Katrina B. Reyes  

De La Salle University - Dasmariñas  

mskatrinareyes@yahoo.com     

 

The study explored the nature of teacher-student verbal interaction in teaching reading 

and writing skills in senior high school English classrooms. Data were gathered through 

audio recorded observations and field notes from reading and writing classes of senior 

high school. The transcribed data were analyzed using the framework of Ned Flanders’ 

(1967) Interaction Analysis Category System (FIACS). Basic qualitative research was 

utilized to identify the recurrent themes or patterns reflected in the teacher and student 

talk. Results indicate that the nature of classroom interaction is teacher-dominated 

based on the frequency of teacher talk. The common features of teacher talk in the 

teaching of reading and writing were on asking questions, accepting and using students’ 

ideas, giving directions, lecturing and praising. Student talk includes responding to 

teachers’ questions and initiating talk. The findings also suggest that classroom silence is 

generally meant for students’ thinking time. The results have provided empirical 

evidence that the nature of teacher talk differs depending on the nature of the tasks or 

skills being taught by language teachers. The results revealed the need to reflect deeply 

on pedagogical practices and to contemplate whether the use too much teacher talk 

offers positive results because if it is not, teachers may limit their talk. A student-

dominated classroom interaction model was designed and presented.  
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Functions of Hashtag In ESL Classroom  

 

Gieanne Erl A. Lucas  

Saint Mary's University  

gielucas.05.gl@gmail.com  

 

Tristhan Joshua A. Mauricio  

Saint Mary'S University  

 

Hannah L. Park  

 

Teaching nowadays entails the use of teaching approaches or methods that best fit the 

21st century learners. Hence, an effective teaching technique or strategy is one that 

could facilitate teaching at present. This study employed the descriptive-associative 

research design to describe the various uses of the expression hashtag as used by the 

21st century learners and teachers in different parts of the class lesson (preparation, 

presentation, and practice). It also aimed to illustrate the perceived effects of the said 

expression when used as a teaching and learning aid in the classroom. The study utilized 

a questionnaire in identifying the different uses of hashtag in various classroom contexts. 

The findings indicated that the use of the said expression aids in processing information 

such that, there is ease in getting the gist and summarizing the lesson presented. In 

addition, the results supported the notion that a new meaningful teaching-learning 

strategy aids in increasing students’ motivation and participation in the classroom. 

   

Hedges In College Students’ Thesis Results And Discussion  

 

Edlyn P. Rosario  

Saint Mary's University  

rosarioedlyn@gmail.com 

 

Joven Job E. Pilaspilas  

Saint Mary'S University 

  

Shekinah Princess L. Pagaddut  
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Academic writing is one avenue for scholarship manifested in the way statements, 

claims, arguments, and evidence are presented and defended. Hence, expressions 

such as hedges are often times chosen and used to qualify points that could lessen if 

not avoid possible partialities. Using a combination of Hyland’s (1998) and Salager-

Meyer’s (1994) taxonomy, this study investigated the most common hedges used in the 

results and discussion section of 52 theses written by college students in a provincial 

private higher education institution for the academic years 2014 to 2016. The study also 

tried to compare if there were significant differences in the use of hedges according to 

the year of completion and specialization and to investigate the for college thesis writers’ 

reasons for hedging. The study revealed that the most common kind of hedges used 

was writer-oriented hedges. The year in which the thesis results and discussions had the 

most number of hedges was in 2015; among the different specializations, English, GEE 

and BLIS respectively, used the most number of hedges. The most commonly-used 

writer-oriented hedge was table shows and the least used was researchers believed 

that, implying the writers’ low involvement of their own feelings and opinions in their 

papers. The results of this study are significant in the field of academic writing. 

 

 

Who Are You Wearing? Teenagers’ Self-Concept On Clothing Brand 

Preferences 

 

Melophyl C. Baguio  

Ateneo de Zamboanga University  

melophyl_baguio@yahoo.com 

 

Clothes and brands are cultural artefacts, entrenched in current and historical sets of 

meanings, shaped by social and economic forces, reflecting current social and cultural 

concerns. In Cross-Cultural Communication, brands are valued because they reaffirm 

people’s principles or beliefs. They may also be used to display consumers’ knowledge 

of culture, taste or style, exhibit income or wealth or communicate membership to 

particular social or professional groups. Additionally, research has shown that brands 

conveyed buried aspects of one’s self-image, as consumers often chose 

brand/products that were considered appropriate images of themselves (Chernev, 
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Hamilton & Gal, 2011). Self-concept, according to self-congruity theory, influences 

teenagers’ behavior in a way that results in their purchase of a clothing brand (Johar & 

Sirgy, 1989). This current study intends to identify relationships between self-concept and 

brand preference, particularly by examining whether teenagers self-image congruity 

positively affects their clothing brand preference based on Sirgy (1982) self-concept in 

self-congruity theory. This paper employs descriptive-qualitative research applying the 

self-image congruity theory and utilizes Simple Random Probability Sampling for the 

teenage participants in the online survey and Purposive Sampling for the participants in 

the Focus Group Discussion (FGD) to specifically evaluate their self-concepts and brand 

preferences. The participants were all teenagers (13-19 yrs. old) enrolled at the Ateneo 

de Zamboanga University. Support for the self-image congruity theory was found in this 

study, as the self-image congruity result strongly predicted brand preference result of 

the participants. Findings suggested that teenage participants perceived the cues 

offered by the brands as images similar to their own self-concept more than not. 

 

 

The Typical Different Features Of Grammar Of Spanish And Chavacano: 

Implications To Teaching Zamboanga Chavacano  

 

Gefilloyd L. De Castro  

Zamboanga State College of Marine Sciences and Technology 

aqohsidyep812@gmail.com     

 

Zamboanga City is known as the Asia’s Latin City because its Chavacano language is 

a Spanish-based creole which has survived for more than 400 years. Chavacano is 

widely considered as the oldest creole language in the world. Unlike the Chavacano of 

Manila Bay, Davao, Ermita, Ternate, Cavite which are already dying (Fortuno-Genuino, 

2011), it is assumed and estimated that as many as 700,000 people speak Chavacano 

in Zamboanga City (Lewis, 2016). Through the intergenerational transmission, public 

domains, the City Government’s language preservation project and the Mother-tongue 

Based Multilingual Education, the Zamboanga Chavacano is maintained up to this 

present time. Chavacano has its own grammar and grammar rules and they are very 

unlikely with Spanish. Chavacano and Spanish have differences and uniqueness in 

some aspects such as spelling, pronunciation, vocabulary, sentence structures and 
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grammar. This paper aimed to describe the unique different features of grammar of 

Spanish and Zamboanga Chavacano using Holme’s (1994) theory of lexical diffusion, 

Chomsky’s (1957) theory of Syntactic Structure and Tesniere’s (1966) theory of 

Dependency Grammar. The findings suggest implications to the teaching of 

Chavacano in the MTB-MLE.   

 

     

Analysis Of The Language Pedagogy And The Challenges In MTB-MLE: A 

Case In Sorsogon 

 

Ana Cristina G. Fortes  

Sorsogon State College  

anacristinafortes05@gmail.com     

 

This study attempted to describe the prevailing pedagogical practices in teaching 

mother tongue and in using it as language of instruction in Sorsogon. Using the 

descriptive qualitative approach, the researcher observed three mother tongue classes 

and interviewed teachers in the primary school. Learning content in a Bisakol class 

integrated local knowledge, and community practices of the Bisakol speakers. Aside 

from the influence of national language, the regional lingua franca of Bikol seems to 

find its place in the Bisakol class. The study also reveals that there are some strategies in 

teaching reading in L2 that need to be restructured when use in teaching L1.Teachers 

opted to do translation of the reading texts because the references are written in 

another mother tongue. Teachers have to opposing views on MTBMLE. They also 

consider the use of MT a barrier to learn English. Mother tongue teaching poses several 

challenges to the L1 teachers. Their professional standards is challenged by the realities 

in the educational system such lack of instructional materials, and the dearth of training 

for teachers; by the linguistic context of the country where learners are multilingual, the 

global influences such as the promising future of knowing how to speak English, and by 

their commitment to the educational policy. At certain points, MTB MLE challenges the 

teacher’s competence in teaching L1 and their fluency in their own language.  
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Bridging Theory And Practice: The Case Of Mother-Tongue Based 

Multilingual Education Policy In Pampanga, Philippines 

 

Christian Lawrence N. Reyes  

Bulacan State University  

christianlawrence.reyes@bulsu.edu.ph     

 

Proven that in the Southeast Asian Region MTB-MLE has been implemented successfully, 

and a global trend because of the linguistic diversity of the world. This national policy 

would reshape the landscape of Philippine basic education system, so this should be 

strengthened, its shortcomings should be explored and analyzed to further address and 

provide the needs of the end-users (teachers) and end receivers (learners). Mother-

tongue based multilingual education policy is a sensible initiative so it has to be 

supported by the stakeholders and members of community. Utilizing research survey 

instrument is the primary method used by the researcher in collecting data from the 

respondents. The researcher also consulted language experts and practitioners to get 

a better picture of the policy implementation. The data where gathered from a 

selected public school in the province of Pampanga. This paper ends up with 

recommendations and general assessment of the policy as a legitimate vehicle of the 

young learners in towards language learning.    

 

Teacher Cognition In Teaching Speaking Using Mother Tongue  

 

Elizabeth Muli Tuazon  

Bataan Peninsula State University – Dinalupihan Campus 

lyzamuli1021@gmail.com     

 

Teacher cognition is the unobservable cognitive dimension of teaching – what teachers 

know, believe, and think (Borg, 2003). This principle is the core of this research, a case 

study on teacher cognition of a kindergarten teacher in teaching speaking using the 

mother tongue. This study aimed to investigate the contributing factors on teacher 

cognition and how this was reflected in the teacher’s actual classroom practices. The 

researcher gathered data using classroom observation and interview. The observation 

and interview were transcribed and analyzed using thematic coding analysis to explore 
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the pre-conceived and emerging themes – knowledge, experiences, and other 

contextual factors that contribute to the cognition of the teacher. Subsequently, the 

researcher established a connection between the existing teacher cognition and the 

actual classroom practices of the teacher, resulting in a congruency between the two. 

A triangulation analysis was done within the framework of teacher cognition proposed 

by Borg (1997) and the conceptual framework of the researcher using the findings of 

this study as the basis. The analysis affirmed the framework of Borg in terms of schooling 

and professional coursework. The researcher recommends further studies on teacher 

cognition, as it unfolds the contributing factors that shape the principles and beliefs of 

future educators    

 

 

Morphological And Lexical Variations Of Isnag, Isneg Yapayao, And Itneg 

Tingguian As Spoken In Ilocos Norte 

 

Agnes Catalan Francisco  

Cavite State University 

ac_francisco29@yahoo.com     

 

This study looked into the morphological and lexical variations of Isnag, Isneg Yapayao, 

and Itneg Tingguian as spoken in Ilocos Norte in terms of nouns, pronouns and deixis, 

verbs, adjectives, negation and interrogatives. These three language varieties that 

coexist with Ilocano, the lingua franca of Ilocos regions, are spoken in ten municipalities 

in Ilocos Norte, particularly in three major areas where indigenous communities are 

located, namely: Carasi, Dumalneg, and Nueva Era. Such an analysis was done to 

initially describe the morphological and lexical variation of languages spoken by the 

three groups of indigenous people (IP) of Ilocos Norte. Data were gathered through a 

158-item lexical test among 90 participants, with 30 each from the three IP groups. 

Responses were analyzed following Dita’s (2011) structural analysis of Ibanag nominal 

markers and Ruffolo’s (2004) morphemic analysis of Ibaloy. Based on the morphological 

and lexical analysis made, reduplication pattern (CV and CVC) is commonly used to 

denote plurality of nouns across three language varieties. While ISA uses daya as a plural 

marker, ITE uses adu a and dia. While ISA and ISE are lexically different from each other 

in terms of the use of gender-specific nouns, ITE is lexically closer to Ilocano. All personal 
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pronouns across the three languages differ. While ITE possessives follow the same 

morphological process as ISE, the latter was found to be somewhat similar with Ilocano 

possessives. All of the deictic demonstratives were encoded entirely differently across 

three languages. ISA, ISE, and ITE inflect their lexical verbs by reduplication, phonemic 

substitution, and affixation. The three language varieties have monomorphemic as well 

as derived adjectives. Most quantification terms and interrogatives were found to be 

varied across the three languages. Among the language varieties, ISA was found to be 

morphologically and lexically different from ISE and ITE.  

 

A preliminary dialectology of Aklanon 

 

Philip Adrianne Rentillo 

De La Salle University 

philip.rentillo@dlsu.edu.ph 

 

Aklanon, a Philippine language under the Western Visayan branch, has been largely 

ignored by linguistic scrutiny for years. With a speculated number of speakers nearing 

half a million, it has been recently included by the Philippine government as one of the 

institutionalized media of instruction at the onset of the Mother Tongue-based 

Multilingual Education (MTB-MLE) scheme under the newly established K-12 curriculum. 

Prior to established codification in academic books, it continues to enjoy relative use in 

some government signages and local radio programs apart from its prevalence in 

everyday speech within the province of Aklan in the Philippines. This paper aims to 

identify bundles of isoglosses across a geographic area where Aklanon is reported to be 

natively spoken. A total of 500 lexical items were used to determine varieties 

encompassing the towns of Malay, Nabas, Ibajay, Tangalan Makato, Numancia, Lezo, 

Banga, Malinao, Madalag, Libacao, Batan, Altavas, Balete, New Washington and 

Kalibo, the provincial capital. Based on the patterns that emerged, salient lexical 

deviation in form is particular in Malay. Meanwhile, evidences from Nabas and Madalag 

revealed absence of the close mid-back unrounded vowel [ɤ] present in the variety 

spoken among most Aklanon-speaking towns. In place, [l] and [ɾ] are present for the 

former, and a higher incidence of [ɾ] are for the latter. Presence of schwa [ə] in Madalag 

could also be noted with respect to prosodic qualities. Overall, a large area across 
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central until eastern Aklan province constitute a single isogloss exhibiting negligible 

lexical and phonological variations.  

 

An English-Filipino-Bicol Word List On Copra Production  

 

Catherine R. Mojica  

Cavite State University  

catherine_rodil@yahoo.com     

 

The study entitled An English-Filipino-Bicol Word List on Copra Production lies primarily on 

cross-cultural communication, particularly among the speakers of English, Filipino, and 

Bicol. In general, the study aimed to develop a trilingual word list used in copra 

production. Specifically, this study aimed to: a) select the English terms used in copra 

production; b) translate the English terms to Filipino and Bicol, and c) validate the 

prepared word list as to usability of the lexical items and acceptability of the Filipino and 

Bicol equivalents. The initial list of 321 English terms was obtained from five documents 

used in the field. These were composed of single words, compound words, and phrasal 

entries. These were considered based on their frequency of occurrence and non-

inclusion in previous studies. The lexical items were further categorized into six: 

environmental requirements (38 entries), planting and harvesting (81 entries), copra 

pests and quality problems (46 entries), nature and characteristics of copra (30 entries), 

copra processing, techniques, and materials (101 entries) and marketing (25 entries). 

English was used as the source language. The Filipino and Bicol equivalents were then 

identified. Readability test and proofreading were also conducted. The trilingual word 

list was validated by experts and copra farmers from the provinces of Cavite, Laguna, 

Quezon, and Camarines Sur. A total of 302 lexical items were rated as most frequently 

used. Filipino and Bicol equivalents were also found to be very much acceptable; 

hence, are utilized in the field. To conclude, in the preparation of the trilingual word list, 

a word which cannot be given an exact equivalent in the object language may just 

retain the spelling of its source language.  
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Pedagogic Codeswitching: Its Utility In The Philippine Bilingual Classrooms 

 

Monica Reyes Cabanding  

Bataan Peninsula State University  

monica_cabanding@dlsu.edu.ph     

 

The present study examined the relevance of codeswitching in ESL classrooms in the 

context of Literature tertiary teachers in selected SUCs of Region 3 where Tagalog and 

Kapampangan languages dominate the people’s first language. Anchored on the 

framework of Sinclair and Coulthard’s 1975 model on the different acts of teacher’s 

moves in the classroom, eight classroom transcripts of four Literature teachers were 

examined to determine the functions of codeswitching in ESL classroom instruction. 

Codeswitched expressions were tagged according to the Functional Allocation of 

Teacher’s Talk adapted from Sinclair and Coulthard’s framework of classroom discourse. 

Frequency count of the most utilized functions was computed and became the basis 

for describing the discourse functions that teachers utilize for codeswitching. This is a 

different approach to codeswitching which usually focused on the linguistic features of 

the phenomenon. Some Filipino teachers in the light of the new education curriculum 

in the country, although recognized the role of the “mother tongue” still are ambivalent 

on the efficacy of codeswitching as an aid to better students’ comprehension. Results 

are presented in four cases to validate the existence of codeswitching in Literature 

classes, moreso, describe the utilization of pedagogic codeswitching in ESL classrooms. 

Initial results showed that the use of codeswitching in ESL classes, depending on the style 

of the teacher, is mostly applied during the facilitation of discussion - Elicitation and 

Metastatement for teachers who encourage students to participate in the class 

discussion and Informatives and Metastatement, when teachers lecture the topic to the 

class. Codeswitching is also observed in Humor Expressives and Follow-ups in some 

instances while there was no occurrence of codeswitching to Reply as teachers in the 

transcript did not manifest the act. 
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Syntactic patterns of codeswitching among students in Higher Education 

Institutions (HEI’s) in Catanduanes 

 

Ms. Reashiela Lucena Khan 

Catanduanes State University 

 

Codeswitching is a window through the syntactic vulnerabilities of a language. As new 

linguistic features emerge in the oral register of the young speakers, transmission of the 

inherent characteristics of the Bikol language could be affected across time. Having 

observed the prevalence of codeswitching among the students enrolled at Higher 

Education Institutions in Catanduanes, this researcher investigated 1) the percentage 

of the monolingual, bilingual and trilingual utterances among the students in Higher 

Education Institutions (HEIs) in Catanduanes using the basic counting system; 2) the 

naturally-occurring patterns observable in the syntax of codeswitching in the following 

constituents: a) noun phrases (NP), b) verb phrases (VP), c) descriptive phrases 

(adjectives), d) descriptive phrases (adverbs), e) prepositional phrases (PP), and f) 

conjunctions using Peralta-Pineda’s Phrase Structure Rules; and 3) the syntactic 

direction of codeswitching among the students in HEIs in Catanduanes using the 

methods of the grammaticality judgment test. Outputs of the three coding systems 

generated a holistic qualitative-quantitative description of the structure of 

codeswitching among the respondents at the general utterance level, at the 

constituent-specific level, and at the general syntax level. Guided by the principles of 

Conversation Analysis, the research used visual cues to draw ten-minute spontaneous 

conversations from eleven groups of third year students in four HEI campuses in 

Catanduanes. Findings revealed that out of the 3,109 total utterances, 67% were 

monolingual, of which 82.4% were in Bikol. Of the 917 bilingual utterances, 70% 

codeswitched Bikol and English. Top three among the ranking of the naturally-occurring 

patterns of codeswitching in noun phrases were pattern NP  Det.B + N.E, pattern NP  

N.E, and pattern NPO  n- + NP  (Det. B + N. E); in verb phrases were pattern VP  V.t. 

 (St.E + ma- + Com.), pattern VP  V.t.  (St.E + i- + Imp.), and pattern VP  V.i.  (St.E 

+ ma- + Inf.); in adjective phrases were pattern Adj.P.  Adj.Des.F; pattern Adj.P.  

Adj.Des.E, and pattern Adj.P.  Adj.Des. F + Adv.B; in adverb phrases were pattern Adv.P. 

 Adv.  (Neg.F) + Adv.  (Int.F), pattern Adv.P.  Adv.  (Neg. F), and pattern Adv.P. 

 Adv.  (Tm.E); in prepositional phrases were pattern Prep.Ph.  Prep.M.B + NP.  (N.E), 
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pattern Prep.Ph.  Prep.W.B + NP  (N.E), and pattern Prep.Ph.  Prep.M.B + NP  (N.F); 

and in conjunctions were pattern Conj.  Coor.E; pattern Conj.  Sub.F, and pattern 

Conj.  Sub.F + Adv.F, and pattern Conj.  Sub.E which both ranked third. Overall, 

among the 1,478 constituents with codeswitching, 41.7% were noun phrases, 23.6% were 

verb phrases, 12.0% were prepositional phrases, 9.4% were adverb phrases, 8.9% were 

adjective phrases and 4.3% were conjunctions. Guided by the structures generated for 

every constituent, syntactic transcription revealed that 1,280 or 86.6% of constituents 

with codeswitching followed the syntax of Bikol, 1,265 or 85.6% the syntax of Filipino, and 

718 or 48.6% the syntax of English. Noun phrases with codeswitching mainly tended to 

follow the syntax of Bikol by 86.1%, the verb phrases that of Bikol syntax by 91.1%, the 

adjective phrases that of Bikol syntax and Filipino syntax by 93.9%, adverb phrases that 

of Filipino syntax by 84.2%, prepositional phrases that of Filipino syntax by 86%, and 

conjunctions that of English syntax by 100%. In conclusion, quantitative values about the 

frequency of codeswitching in the oral repertoire of the respondents, the vulnerable 

points in their phrasal structures, the critical presence of foreign intrusion in what Myer-

Scotton termed as system morphemes, and the preference of the spontaneous 

codeswitching for the English language were drawn. 

 

 

Code-Switching As Evidenced On Philippine Dailies: An Analysis  

 

Mae Angel Grace S.Malanday   

malandaysinda@gmail.com  

 

Renie-Bee E. Lomotos  

 

Julie Carmen G. Sumogba  

 

This study aimed to determine the grammatical type of code-switching used in 

entertainment news on Philippine dailies. The researchers applied the corpus stylistics 

and descriptive qualitative method. The dailies used as the corpora sources were Pang 

Masa Newspaper, Inquirer Bandera and Philippine Star effective on the following dates 

December 15 and 18 of the year 2016. 
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Results reveal that majority of the extracts are intra sentential code-switching followed 

by inter sentential code-switching and lastly tag code-switching. Intra sentential code-

switching is commonly used in the study since the occurrence of Tagalog words in the 

sentences, which English, the base or the medium language used in the extracts are 

predominant. It also found out that nouns are predominant used structure and are 

widely used by the journalists. These nouns, such as “Kapuso”, “Kapamilya”, “Seklusyon”, 

are maintained and that they are not translated because some of it were TV channels, 

titles of movies, and etc.  

Therefore, entertainment news is not as formal as language used in different trends for 

the main purpose of it is to attract the readers’ attention. The researchers recommend 

to continue the existence of code-switching in entertainment news on Philippine dailies 

to cater different levels of intellect though it is informal. 

 

 

On Empathy and the Lack Thereof: An Analysis of Pakikiramay In Philippine 

Languages  

 

John Venson Villareal 

University of the Philippines-Diliman 

 

Roland Macawili 

Polytechnic University of the Philippines  

    

This paper investigates the concept of empathy as reflected in Philippine languages. 

Intuitively, empathy may not have a direct Filipino translation. It is apparent, however, 

that the nearest Filipino concept used for the translation is pakikiramay. From there, the 

authors analyze the semantics of the morphemes paki-, and the root damay. The 

analysis also involves the comparison of cognates in other Philippine languages and 

insights from Sikolohiyang Pilipino. The authors wish to develop a theory of Filipino 

empathy and how it must be understood in different aspects of society such as politics, 

history, and culture.  
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Understanding Surigaonon Identity Through Literary Works  

 

Ava A. Villareal  

Department of Linguistics University of the Philippines Diliman and Surigaonon Studies  

Center  

dreamywadaby@yahoo.com  

 

"Literature is the lifeblood of every community. It is the soul of the people embedded in 

the local culture and captured by printed words. There are instances when these words 

are merely spoken and thus require appropriate documentation as part of language 

revitalization efforts. Literary writers of any local language are also native speakers or at 

the very least fluent speakers of the language. Their language faculty is explicitly used 

for both means written and spoken. Every writer’s individual profile is a representation of 

the local community’s inherent traits, value system, and character nuances. All these 

form the collective identity of the people who share the same cultural heritage and 

traditional practices handed down from one generation to the next. Furthermore, 

literary writers through their invaluable ideas, ideologies, observations, social 

commentaries and analysis are indispensable contributors to a local community’s 

inherent cultural identity. It is in this light that their literary works can be considered as a 

significant tool to establish and validate personality traits, character nuances, and value 

system that are inherent in the native speakers of a local community. The Surigaonon 

identity is one of the cultural identities that have to be defined and established to 

differentiate it from other local cultures to which it is frequently compared or associated 

with. A study was conducted years ago by the provincial DepEd division regarding 

Surigaonon personality traits but through the use of survey results. The aim of this paper 

is to provide a more profound analysis of the Surigaonon’s psyche and character 

nuances as expressed in Surigaonon literary works. 
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Book of Abstracts ABOUT 

2018 Linguistic Society of the Philippines   

National Conference & General Meeting (2018 LSP-NCGM) 

March 1-3, 2018 

 

2018 LSP-NCGM Email: lspncgm@gmail.com 

 Website: http://www.lsphil.net/2018lspncgm 

114 

From Surigaonon To Filipino: A Known-To-Unknown Approach In Language 

Learning 

 

Francis Tom A. Paredes  

Agusan del Sur State College of Agriculture and Technology 

asscatftap451@gmail.com  

 

Sheila V. Paredes  

Agusan Del Sur State College Of Agriculture And Technology   

 

We present a comparative analysis of the verb subcategories of aspect and voice in 

Suriganon and Filipino. The objectives are (i) to identify structural similarities and 

differences, and, on the basis of this comparison, (ii) to identify potential sources of ease 

or difficulty in learning, and, finally (iii) to devise teaching guidelines and materials. While 

this study focuses on two specific languages, the ideas are applicable to any L1-to-L2 

learning situation.   

 

Domains Of Language Use Among Gaddang Speakers  

 

Zayda S. Asuncion  

University of Santo Tomas 

Saint Mary's University  

zjasuncion@yahoo.com  

 

Marilu R. Madrunio  

University Of Santo Tomas   

As a sociolinguistic study, this paper investigated domains of language use among 

Gaddang speakers, a multilingual ethnic group in the northern part of the Philippines 

and its possible differences in using Gaddang, Tagalog/Filipino, Ilocano, and English in 

the public and internal domains considering geographical area, age, gender, 

economic status, and educational attainment. There were 568 Gaddang speakers who 

participated in the study. Employing survey questionnaire to gather quantitative data 

and a semi-structured interview to support quantitative results, the study revealed that 

the Gaddang speakers used Gaddang, Tagalog, Ilocano, and English in the public and 
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internal domains, but the dominant language preferred is Tagalog. Significant 

differences in domains of language use were apparent in terms of geographical area, 

age, socio economic status, and educational attainment in the use of Gaddang and 

English in the public domain. In the internal domain, the Gaddang speakers vary in their 

use of Gaddang, Ilocano, Tagalog and English considering geographical area, age, 

socio economic status, and educational attainment. Significant implications on two 

linguistic phenomena such as language maintenance and language shift can be 

deduced from the results. 

 

Tourism English among T’Boli Tour Guides  

 

Doreen B. Tampus  

Ateneo de Manila University 

Sultan Kudarat State University  

doreen.tampus@obf.ateneo.edu     

 

In the emergence of globalization, as people, technology, media and economy 

mobilize, English language also follows this movement and English becomes the lingua 

franca of many countries all over the world. Because of tourism, the extent of the spread 

of English reaches even a cultural heritage community like Lake Sebu, in the province 

of South Cotabato, in Mindanao, Philippines. In gathering information relevant to this 

research, Schneider’s (2016a) social parameters were adapted such as user 

characteristics in terms of age, gender and professional status; usage conditions and 

speaker’s attitudes to political conditions and the languages involved. This paper argues 

that there is a unique variety of Philippine English among T’boli tour guides influenced 

by their L1 which I call “T’boli Tourism English.” Results show that this variety of English is 

characterized by Schneider’s (2016a) hybridity of English, and Schneider’s (2016b) 

“grassroots Englishes.” I conclude that “T’boli Tourism English” is a variety of World 

Englishes particularly of Philippine English located in the third circle of Martin’s (2014) 

“circles within circles.” 
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Linguistic Politeness Strategies In Basic English Class Interactions In Ifugao: 

An Exploratory Mixed Methods Study  

 

Karen Joy B. Umila  

Education University of Baguio  

kalyani0927@gmail.com     

 

The objective of the present study is to explore the politeness strategies used by teachers 

in four aspects of classroom interaction and determine the effectiveness of these 

strategies in the learning process of students. In the qualitative phase of the study, 

classroom observation and interview were conducted then the linguistic aspect of 

politeness was transcribed, coded and classified further using Brown and Levinson’s 

model. Thereafter, a survey-questionnaire instrument for students was developed to 

determine the effectiveness of the politeness strategies used by teachers and transition 

to the quantitative phase of the study. In general, the findings show that teachers use 

all the four politeness strategies in motivating, presenting lessons and discussions, 

managing the class and evaluating the students. Furthermore, students perceive that 

the use of these politeness strategies are moderately effective. The teachers’ use of 

positive politeness strategies is appropriate and hence effective in all the aspects of 

classroom interaction. However, from the perspective of the students, a combination of 

negative politeness, positive politeness, and bald-on record strategies is highly effective. 

Overall, both teachers and students do not endorse the use of off-record strategies in 

class interaction. Brown and Levinson’s classification consider off-record strategies as 

the politest among the rest since the speaker does not wish to impose to the hearer. In 

classroom interaction, there is a need for the teacher to explicitly state instructions or 

explain concepts carefully without imposing on the students to facilitate learning. 

Thereby, in its aim to provide a perspective on how effective politeness strategies are 

classified and localized in the Ifugao context, a model for the effective use of politeness 

strategies in classroom interaction was developed as an output. 
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Improving Learners’ L2 Listening Comprehension through  

Complementation Strategy  

 

Harold K. Taguba  

De La Salle University  

haroldtaguba26@gmail.com     

 

This study investigates the effectiveness of complementation strategy in improving 

learners’ L2 listening comprehension skills. Quantitative research design was utilized in 

order to critically analyze the pretest-posttest scores of the control and experimental 

group and explain the impact of the strategy based on the responses of the learners in 

the questionnaire. Results revealed that there was statistically significant difference on 

the pretest-posttest scores of experimental group. It was also shown that there was 

significant difference observed in the post-test scores of both control and experimental 

group. In addition, learners indicated that the strategy used was functional, practical 

and useful in developing their skills on their L2 listening comprehension. Findings showed 

that the use of complementation strategy is effective and relevant particularly in 

teaching L2 listening comprehension. Hence, complementing L1 and L2 listening 

comprehension ability would make a positive difference to learners’ L2 listening 

comprehension skills. 

 

Questioning Techniques during the Processing of Activities in SHS English 

Classes: Input to MTs’ Mentoring Program 

 

Darwin D. Bargo  

Centro Escolar University, Manila  

darwind_bargo@yahoo.com.ph 

 

This study is descriptive research through mixed methods explanatory sequential design 

aimed at uncovering and exploring questioning techniques during the processing of 

activities in SHS English classes as an input to master teachers’ mentoring program. The 

data were gathered through observation and semi-structured interview using a 

questionnaire-observation checklist with interview guide as main instrument adopting 

mailto:darwind_bargo@yahoo.com.ph
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Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy and Cognitive Dimension Process. The quantitative phase 

results revealed that the six cognitive categories were considered in asking questions 

but the respondents do not follow proper sequence and the lower level is mostly 

practiced. Varied questioning techniques were used like: in selecting students – calling 

those who raised hands after asking the question; in helping students give more 

complete and thoughtful responses – prompting or probing when answers are weak; in 

increasing the quality of students’ participation – redirecting name or question and 

prompting or probing instead of telling that answer is incorrect; and in assessing the 

students’ entry skills for various lessons – asking questions and providing pre-activities. 

Types of students’ responses to the questions asked were the voluntary – oral expressions 

and non-verbal – bodily gestures and facial expressions. The qualitative phase results 

exposed and confirmed the observations made in this study. 

 

  

Stratified Reading Tasks as Intervention in Reading Instruction  

 

Karen Navor Celestino  

Saint Mary's University  

kangrain_17@yahoo.com  

 

Marites B. Querol  

Saint Mary'S University   

 

This study describes an intervention consisting of a set of reading texts and tasks called 

Stratified Reading Tasks (SRT) focusing on word recognition, vocabulary development 

and reading comprehension combined with a scaffolding technique to improve the 

reading performance of Grade 7 students identified in the frustration level. This study 

further describes the students’ experiences in the SRT and scaffolding technique to 

identify possible points to improve the intervention materials. The findings revealed that 

the SRT and scaffolding technique used as interventions improved the word recognition 

skills and increased the vocabulary development scores of the Grade 7 students in the 

frustration level; however, only two of the six students who went through the intervention 

progressed to the instructional level while the other four remained at the frustration level. 

Moreover, the SRT and scaffolding technique proved effective in improving the word 
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recognition skills of the students. The students also used other strategies like word 

translation (from L1 to L2) and pointing at words being read to assist them in reading 

and in understanding the texts being read. It was found that the use of multiple-choice 

type of comprehension questions did not engage the students to build their reading 

skills. They nevertheless, found the SRT and scaffolding technique beneficial in helping 

them become effective readers. The results provide implications for further studies on 

the use of teacher-made interventions and on the role of scaffolding in improving 

reading performance of students.   

 

Automatic Language Identification for Philippine Languages  

 

Manolito Octaviano Jr.  

National University  

manolito.octaviano@yahoo.com  

 

Nathaniel Oco  

National University  

 

Rachel Edita Roxas  

National University 

 

This paper presents a continuation of an ongoing work to develop a trigram-based 

language identification (LID) system for 38 Philippine languages that can be used as a 

preprocessing step in various computing applications. For each language, a corpus was 

built from online religious texts (Dela Cruz et al., 2017). These were cleaned and random 

samples of texts with varying lengths were separated from each corpora to be used for 

later testing. Using the remaining sentences in the corpus, a trigram model was 

generated for each language. The generated model contains the most frequent 

character trigrams (i.e. 3-character slice of a word) of the corpus that considered as the 

representation the language. For example, the word “bahay” has the following trigrams: 

“bah”, “aha”, “hay”. The system was built on top of an open-source program (Naber, 

2013) that utilizes these models alongside with a scoring approach to identify which 

language a text belongs. To evaluate the performance of the system, random 

sentences separated earlier from the corpus of 38 Philippine languages were fed to the 
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system. Analysis shows that the LID system performs with high accuracy with input 

sentences having longer text strings and with languages that are not from the same 

language family subgroup. For future work, different approaches on addressing short 

texts will be explored. 

 

 

Applying Automatic Speech Recognition On An E-Participation Toolkit  

 

Ronald John Cabatic  

National University 

cabaticronaldjohn@gmail.com  

 

Emmanuel Malaay  

National University 

 

Michael Simora 

National University 

 

Nathaniel Oco 

National University 

 

Rachel Edita Roxas  

National University 

 

E-participation is the interaction between the government and citizens through the use 

of information and communications technologies for policy making (Komito, 2005). To 

make e-participation more inclusive, persons with disabilities and those with low literacy 

rates should be included. This study focuses on the benefits and challenges in using 

Automatic Speech Recognition on e-participation. We developed an Automated 

Speech Recognition (ASR) for an online participatory disaster preparedness toolkit to 

enable those with low literacy rates and visually impaired to participate.  

Typically, an ASR model is only designed to cater a single language and its performance 

decreases as the number of the word in its vocabulary increases. In order not to suffer 

from poor accuracy, the vocabulary of the ASR described in this paper covers only digits 
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on five different languages; English, Filipino, Cebuano, Ilocano, and Spanish(borrowed). 

This would be used to gather responses for quantitative questions in the e-participatory 

toolkit. Aside from that, another challenge when applied on the Philippine setting where 

is multilinguality. The problem that arises from multilinguality is when there are words that 

contains the same or almost the same phonemes but have different meaning e.g. uno 

(one borrowed from Spanish), unum (six on Cebuano). Further works includes 

developing a large vocabulary ASR for processing qualitative responses for the toolkit, 

and investigating more on the impact of multilinguality on a larger scale in ASR’s 

performance, and how to mitigate it. 

 

Text Translator System For Philippine Languages  

 

Manolito V. Octaviano Jr.  

National University 

manolito.octaviano@yahoo.com  

 

Nathaniel Oco  

National University 

 

Rachel Edita Roxas  

National University 

 

In this paper, we discuss the implementation of a machine translation system for English 

and Philippine languages. As test bed, we focused first on two Philippine languages: 

Filipino and Cebuano. The system was built on top of an open-source toolkit (Koehn et 

al. 2007) that uses statistical approach in the translation process - based on the learned 

pattern from a parallel corpus. This parallel corpus is a collection of texts in two 

languages that were aligned side-by-side (i.e., the first sentence in the source text is the 

equivalent translation of the first sentence in the target text). In order to produce the 

corpus needed by the system, we collected text documents from New Testament for 

the three languages (Oco et al 2016). Afterwards, four pairs of parallel corpus were 

developed using the verse numbers as guide (English-Filipino, Filipino-English, English-

Cebuano, Cebuano-English). Lastly, each parallel corpus was cleaned, tokenized, and 

split into training and testing set. The training set is used by the system to statistically learn 
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the translation pattern of the two languages while the testing set is used to measure the 

performance of the system. The system was able to translate the testing set to the target 

language. The translation quality of the system is understandable but cannot be 

considered as good translations. Analysis of the translation output shows that there are 

some words that were not translated. This is because of the word order phenomenon 

present in Philippine languages - the system was not able to learn these translation 

patterns. In addition, out-of-vocabulary words or words not present in the training set 

also affected the translation quality. For future work, increasing the number of training 

data is recommended to improve the performance of the translation. 

 

Variations In The Lexicon Of The Three Generations Of Inabaknon Speakers

  

 

Rogelio A. Banagbanag   

rogeliobanagbanag@yahoo.com     

 

This study investigated the lexical variations in Inabaknon (a language spoken in the 

island of Capul in Northern Samar, Philippines) as used by three generations of speakers, 

the old, the middle-aged and the young. The ethnolinguistic type of investigation was 

employed using Speech Elicitation Guide and a Word Checklist to collect the language 

data needed in the study. The most number of words collected were common to all the 

three generations of informants. The old generation had more unique words or words 

that they alone used than the other two generations. Some of the words were of Spanish 

and Samarnon origin and catholicism had a great influence on the language. 

 

"To Mark Or Not To Mark? Chavacano’S Superstrate And Substrate Do! 

Should Chavacano Yield?"  

 

Abee M. Eijansantos  

Zamboanga State College of Marine Sciences and Technology  

abee.eijansantos@one.uz.edu.ph     

 

The Chavacano grammar dictates that the perfective aspect in the negative form be 

in the structure that the aspect marker is dropped as opposed to the imperfective and 
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contemplative aspects where the aspect markers figure. After observing and 

interviewing some native speakers of Chavacano who naturally uttered a sentential 

construction with the aspect marker emerging in the negative perfective, this paper has 

come into being. This current research paper looks into a potential ‘anomaly’ in the 

Chavacano negative perfective construction through the lens of substrate and 

superstrate hypotheses—that is to say, the potential influence of the linguistic 

progenitors of the Chavacano language as a creole in its negative perfective 

construction. The observation of the emergent phenomenon of the anomalous 

negative perfective utterances was taken from the native speakers (who were 

purposively selected via purposive sampling) of the language under scrutiny and was 

one of the impetuses of this current paper. The superstrate (Spanish) and substrate (only 

Filipino) languages’ algorithm juxtaposed with that of the Chavacano language relative 

to negation and the ‘past tense’ were carried out through the linguistic descriptions of 

the foregoing languages found in the literatures. This paper claims that the substrate 

and superstrate languages of Chavacano do permit the ‘past tense’ in the negated 

construction which subsequently can be inferred that these progenitors of Chavacano 

are not restrains for the ‘anomalous’ utterance to gain ground in the future or to never 

do so. With the current linguistic phenomenon, it can be queried: Is this a phenomenon 

of language change happening presently? Or is this a dialectological issue at hand? 

 

Exploring Noun Bias Versus Verb Bias Among Pre-School Children With 

Tagalog-Kapampangan Input  

 

Jenifer M. Mangalus  

DepEd Pampanga 

j_manialong@yahoo.com.ph  

   

The study determined the existence of noun or verb bias among bilingual children 

speaking both Tagalog and Kapampangan. It sought to identify the first words learned 

and spoken by bilingual children at home and the number of nouns or verbs in the word 

production of bilingual children and their parents. It also tried to explain how code-

switching of the language input by the parents or adults influence children’s language 

production. The data gathering involved parents’ recall of the first words spoken by their 

children, interview and audio-recording of the conversation between parents/adults 
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and children. The audio-recorded responses were transcribed and analysed based on 

the data gathered. Frequency count of nouns and verbs and number of code-switching 

during the entire conversations were used in the vocabulary measures of this study. 

Findings on the parental report of vocabulary showed that Tagalog-Kapampangan 

bilingual children produced a higher number of verbs than nouns during their early 

acquisition of language. Also, the number of verbs produced by children are higher 

than nouns in their audio-recorded conversation. In codeswitching, the study showed 

that parents preferred inter-sentential codeswitching than intra-sentential from which 

they elicited more verbs than nouns. Results on all the vocabulary measures on this study 

showed a verb bias among bilingual children speaking both Tagalog and 

Kapampangan. This indicates that the language input of parents played an important 

role on the word production of children. The more the parents or adults become lexically 

biased, the more the children were able to project the same bias.  

 

Reading Performance In Ilocano Of Filipino Kindergarten Pupils  

 

Melissa H. Gallardo  

Saint Mary's University  

gallardomelissa921@gmail.com  

 

Marites B. Querol  

Saint Mary'S University   

 

Reading among kindergarten pupils is critical; empowering them to read in their mother-

tongue is as crucial. A reading program in Ilocano could help the kindergarten pupils 

enhance their reading skills. This study determined the reading performance in Ilocano 

of kindergarten pupils (in picture association, reading association and reading 

comprehension). The study is conducted to twenty-three (23) kindergarten pupils using 

mixed methods: pre-test-post test experimental method and ethnographic 

participatory method. Specifically, the study identified the reading performance of the 

kindergarten pupils before and after the implementation of the reading program. 

Results showed that the performance of the pupils in their pre-test significantly increased 

after the conduct of the remedial reading program. Thus, the remedial reading 

program is effective in improving the language skills of the respondents. The remedial 
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reading program is highly recommended to be adopted by the school and other 

schools. Continuous innovation on the production of reading materials and 

employment of reading strategies is also highly encouraged.  

  

 

The Pre-Lexicography Of Zamboanga Chavacano Across Geographical 

Locations, Age, And Socio-Economic Status  

 

Arnel R. Madrazo  

Far Eastern University  

nelmadrazo@gmail.com  

 

Claire A. Madrazo  

Western Mindanao State University   

 

Drawing on Atkins’ (2008) typology of dictionary design model, this study commences 

with the first stage in lexicographical documentation process which is validating the 

sources of evidence: objective corpus, subjective introspection and mixed investigation. 

These three-pronged components served as the basis for the initial archiving of 

Chavacano lexicon. To ensure that the study adheres to an objective corpus 

documentation, the first data was taken from A. Madrazo’s (2010) dissertation on lexical 

access involving Chavacano speakers wherein survey was conducted to test the most 

frequently Chavacano words perceived by college students. The lexical items in the 

survey were 750 commonly used nouns. The subjective introspection has been 

considered in the form of involving three clusters of extended family in Tetuan (Metro 

Zamboanga), a family whose father was a farmer in Guiwan (Metro Zamboanga), a 

family in Bunguiao (East Zamboanga) and a family in Ayala (West Zamboanga). The 

east and west locations are several kilometers away from Metro Zamboanga. The 

lexicon was extracted through interview with a storytelling task. The last Atkins’ 

component followed and used in this study was mixed investigation where the teacher’s 

internet blog site was used to archive Chavacano words spoken in different parts of the 

country and abroad by native Chavacano speakers who migrated to places like Japan. 

In the blog, 100 words were required to be uploaded with their revealed identity 

(complete name, current address and permanent address in Zamboanga City) to 
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ensure genuine Chavacano lexicon. In general, the initial corpus shows that there are 

several cases of multiple orthography for a given word, clearly a variation in spelling. 

There are still lexical items being spoken by old informants that are also being spoken by 

young informants particularly in remote communities such as Bunguiao and Ayala. 

Additionally, borrowed Tagalog terms are evident. 

 

A Study On Gender Markedness Of Spoken Angry Register Of Northern 

Catanduanes Bikol Language  

 

Richard S. Agbayani 

De La Salle University/ Mariano Marcos State University 

richard_agbayani@dlsu.edu.ph 

 

Jimmylen Z. Tonio 

De La Salle University/ Catanduanes State University 

jimmylen_tonio@dlsu.edu.ph 

 

Abstract. This study is anchored on the three types of linguistic analyses such as register 

analysis, genre analysis and Hymes’ SPEAKING model. Through the use of quantitative-

qualitative research design by means of observation sheet and interview, the 

phenomenon of angry registers (AR) was explored. Data were collected from 90 

participants in the municipalities of Viga, Pandan, Caramoran and Panganiban in 

Catanduanes, Bicol. They were divided into three groups (high school, college, and 

graduate/ professional levels). The focus of this study is to determine the spoken AR used 

by Northern Bicolano males and females, the factors considered in the use of spoken 

AR as well as their functions. Results divulged that the most prevalent AR among men 

are sihong, yamyam, siba, babaknit, samail, gamadya, lamgtak, langak, aripantak, 

ngaraspak, ngaros, kurasmag, katusla, and layas. While women tend to use registers like 

sihong, babaknit, yamyam, siba, katusla, samail, gamadya, kaharupan, usmak, gamaid, 

gatlon, kaduratan, langag, sapnot, taringusngog, dapangon, pagtungka, igtok, and 

magparingkat. Also, the use of spoken AR is influenced by different speaking factors 

such as setting, gender of the AR speaker and AR recipient, age of the participants, and 

the relationship between the participants. Finally, as regards its functions, both males 

and females tend to speak angry registers because of their desire to release the feelings 
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of anger and frustrations, to emphasize emotional reactions to others and to express 

intense emotion without offending others. 

 

 

 

Hindi Pa Rin Nga Ba Uso Ang Hindi Na Uso?  

Ang Kritika Sa Panahon Ng K-12  

 

Jan Marvin A. Goh  

De La Salle University 

jan_goh@dlsu.edu.ph  

 

Rommel Chrisden Rollan Samarita  

San Beda College 

De La Salle University 

 

Sa kontemporaryong teorya’t panunuring pampanitikan ng/sa Pilipinas (o 

contemporary Philippine literary theory and criticism), “kritika” ang terminong ginagamit 

(lalo na ng tanyag na kritikong si Isagani R. Cruz [2010, 2003, 1996, 1984]) upang tukuyin 

ang magkaka-bukod, ngunit magkaka-buklod na larangang: (1) teorya, (2) kritisismo, 

at (3) pagre-rebyu ng akda (Bayot, 1996, as cited in Cruz, 1996). Sa panahon ng K-12, 

partikular sa kurso na, at sa kurikulum ng "21st Century Literature from the Philippines and 

the World", mababatid ang layon na ilapit ang mga mag-aaral sa pagbabasa, 

pagaaral, at pagpapahalaga ng mga kontemporaryong akdang pampanitikan 

(DepEd, 2013). Ngunit sa pagsusuri ng nasabing kurso’t kurikulum bilang isang kultural 

na texto (o cultural text), higit na mapapansin na “piling-pili”, “pilipit(-an)”, at “hindi na 

uso” (gaya ng sabi ni I.R. Cruz [1991]) ang nilalaman ng 21st Century Literature sa 

konteksto ng pagtuturo at pagkatuto ng kritikal na pagbasa at pagsuri ng 

kontemporaryong akda. Mula rito, tutugunan ng/sa pag-aaral ang dalawang 

katanungang mahalaga sa pagtuturo’t pagkatuto ng mga kasanayang pagbabasa 

at pagsusuri ng panitikan: (1) Nasaan ang “kritika” sa 21st Century Literature ng K-12? 

at (2) Kritikal ba ang 21st Century Literature ng K-12? Gamit ang lenteng kultural (o 

cultural studies), patutunayan ng/sa pag-aaral na hindi umaalis ang “kritika” sa diskurso 

at metodo ng close analysis. Batay sa anim (6) na pamantayang nakasaad sa kurikulum, 
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mapapansin ang pamamayani ng bayograpikal, historikal, heograpikal, at 

pormalistikong pamamaraang pampanitikan. Binibigyang bisa rin ng labingwalong (18) 

mga kasanayang pampagkatuto ang pagkiling ng kurikulum sa metodong close 

analysis. Dahil kultural ang pagsusuri ng kurikulum (samakatuwid textual at ideolohikal), 

iminumungkahi na sundin ang ilang interbensyon upang maging “kritikal” ang kurso’t 

kurikulum na 21st Century 

 

Búhay, Kasᾏysayan At Kᾏmalayan: Salamin Ng Kultura At Tradisyon Ng 

Mamayan Taga Diamantina  

 

Joel R. Maltu  

Diamantina National High School  

nujnujramos1818@gmail.com  

 

Ang riserts na ito ay isinagawa upang malaman ang Buhay, Kasaysayan at Kamalayan: 

Salamin ng Kultura at Tradisyon ng Mamayan Taga Diamantina. Mayroong 100 na 

respondente ito’y edad 20 pataas ngunit naging pokus ang mga matatanda na may 

edad 60. Ang risertser ay gumamit ng paraang palarawan kung saan inilarawan ang 

Buhay, Kasaysayan at Kamalayan: Salamin ng Kultura at Tradisyon ng Mamayan Taga 

Diamantina. Natukoy ng risertser ang barangay Diamantina na noon ay 

pinangalanang Villa Visaya hindi dahil sa doon ay maraming diyamante o may napulot 

na diyamante kundi kung inyong titignan mula sa itaas (aerial view) ito ay kawangis ng 

isang maliit na diyamante gayundin ito ay masagana ang kanilang ani kumbaga 

“bountiful” at lahat na ng pangkabuhayan o pagkakakitaan ay nakapaloob na dito. 

Nalaman ang pangunahing hanapbuhay sa kasalukuyan ay agrikultura ispesipiko ang 

pagtatanim ng palay, mais, balatong. Nalaman ang kultura at tradisyon noon na 

mayroon pa rin hanggang sa kasalukuyan gaya nang pagkakaroon ng Balikbayan 

Night tuwing Piyesta at ang tradisyunal na pag-aalay tuwing may okasyon. Natukoy 

ang kanilang relihiyon sa Brgy. Diamantina Spiritista (Purok 3), Santisima Trinidad (Purok 

5) at Rizalistas (Purok 3) subalit ngayon ay mayroong mga naidagdag na ito ay ang 

Jesus Christ the Deliverer (Purok 7), Jesus Christ Save Global Outreach (Purok 3), 

Watawat ng Lahi o Catholic Church (Purok 2). Dahil na rin sa dala ng modernisasyon at 

impluwensiya ang kalagayan ng buhay sa Brgy. Diamantina ay lubos na naapektuhan 
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sapagkat ang komersyalisayon ay malayang nakakapasok na gaya nang F1 at 

Tomguts. 

 

Decoding Duterte: A Pragmatic Analysis of Selected Speeches of President 

Rodrigo Duterte 

 

Roy L. Dalisay 

De La Salle Lipa   

roy.dalisay@dlsl.edu.ph 

 

This study identified and classified the speech acts of selected speeches of President 

Rodrigo Duterte particularly during his Inaugural and State of the Nation Addresses as 

well as his speech at the change of command of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 

ceremony. It primarily focused on the pragmatic feature of illocutionary force of the 

three (3) speeches. The data were drawn from the said selected speeches of President 

Duterte and analyzed using the theories of Austin (1962) and Searle’s (1969) Speech 

Acts. Each of the English language sentences in the selected speeches were classified 

based on Searle’s five classes of speech acts. Further, it ascertained the discourse 

context/environment and linguistic strategies employed by President Duterte in each of 

the speeches. Using qualitative research design that involves frequencies of the speech 

acts and percentages, it was determined that assertives dominate his statements with 

57.67% in the inaugural speech, 71.43% in the speech during the AFP change of 

command and 38.24% in the SONA. In his first two addresses, referents were used as 

relational strategy to his discourse with the audience. Givenness relational strategy was 

evident in both his inaugural address and SONA while a pattern of sound was detected 

in the speech during the AFP change of command ceremony. There are different 

linguistic strategies employed by the speaker; legitimization and metaphors were used 

in the inaugural address while coercion was utilized in the speech before the AFP 

members. In the other selected speech, the SONA, he exhibited delegitimization. 

Implications of these varied strategies of President Duterte to research and pedagogy 

were suggested. 

 

 

mailto:roy.dalisay@dlsl.edu.ph
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About the LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF THE PHILIPPINES 
 

The organization was the brainchild of Dr. Bonifacio Sibayan of the Philippine Normal 

College (now University) and Dr. Ernesto Contantino of the University of the Philippines, 

two linguists who were working on their respective research projects in the Pacific and 

Asian Languages Institute of the University of Hawaii in 1968. Far away from home and 

very conscious of the linguistic work going on in the US, they had several discussions on 

the need for an organization of linguists that would do research and write on Philippine 

languages. 

 

The Linguistic Society of the Philippines (popularly known as the LSP) was formally 

organized in school year1969-1970, with Teodoro Llamzon (Ateneo de Manila) as 

president, Bonifacio Sibayan (PNC) as vicepresident, Edilberto Dagot (PNC) as secretary, 

and Fe Otanes (PNC) as treasurer. 

 

The organization was off to a rousing start, with a lecture series and a five-day seminar-

workshop on linguistics and language teaching held in SY 1969-1970, and with the LSP’s 

journal called the Philippine Journal of Linguistics (or PJL for short) coming out in June 

1970. The LSP also initiated discussions for a Consortium between the Ateneo de Manila 

University and Philippine Normal College that would offer a Ph.D. in Linguistics, with 

assistance from the Ford Foundation and the Asia Foundation. The first group of scholars 

in the Ateneo-PNC Linguistics Consortium started their program in SY1971-1972 and 

several completed their doctorates starting in SY1974-1975. 

 

The LSP has been blessed with dynamic officers, starting with its first group of officers. 

Special mention should be made of the contribution of Br. Andrew Gonzalez, FSC, of De 

La Salle University, who was its Executive Secretary for seventeen years and editor of the 

PJL for twenty-one years. It was Br. Andrew who provided a home for the LSP Secretariat 

at De La Salle University, an institution he was associated with for a long time as 

Academic Vice-President and President. It was through his initiative that many of the 

research and training programs of the LSP got underway. Brother Andrew Gonzalez was 

a previous secretary of the Department of Education, Culture and Sports (present-day 

Department of Education). 
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Significant research on Philippine languages (including a frequency count and 

etymological dictionary of Filipino, a linguistic atlas of the Philippines, a dictionary of 

Cebuano Visayan), language planning in the Philippines, the implementation of the 

Bilingual Education Policy, and the Philippine variety of English has been conducted and 

published under the auspices of the LSP. 

 

Training has constituted an important part of the LSP’s agenda. From practically the very 

founding of the organization, the LSP has sponsored in-service training programs, annual 

conventions, and regular lectures for its members and for all those interested in 

language. These training programs have been held with the assistance of such 

agencies as the Fund for Assistance to Private Education, the Philippine Social Science 

Council, the Department of Education, Culture and Sports, the Summer Institute of 

Linguistics, the British Council, the United States Information Agency, and in cooperation 

with other linguistic and language teaching organizations. 

 

The LSP has organized Summer Workshops for Teachers, Workshops for Senior Linguists, 

Summer Workshops in Translation, Roving Seminars on Language Teaching, Lecture 

Series, Annual Conventions, and has been able to invite distinguished scholars from all 

over the country and the world to speak at these public fora. With the assistance of the 

Fund for Assistance to Private Education, a group of 20 teachers completed their Master 

of Arts in Teaching English Language at De La Salle University through a summer program 

lasting 

four summers. 

 

The language situation in the Philippines being a very complex one, the LSP has been 

at the vanguard of groups that are trying to clarify positions and chart directions in the 

formulation of language policy. It has been involved in policy discussions on the national 

language and the medium of instruction. Several LSP members appeared before the 

Constitutional Convention of 1971 and again before the Constitutional Commission in 

1986 to discuss the national language issue. 

 

The LSP was involved in the formulation of the Bilingual Education Policy in 1974 and 

conducted a formal evaluation of its implementation for the period 1974 to 1985; based 

on the results of that evaluation, the Policy was revised in 1987. Several of its recent 
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round-table discussions have focused on the Philippine language agenda for the 21st 

century: even as the role of the ethnic languages is recognized and upheld, the 

concern remains the development of Filipino as a national language and the 

maintenance of English as the 

global language remain key concerns. 

 

The LSP continues to contribute to the professionalization of the discipline of linguistics 

and its allied subdisciplines, especially language teaching, in the Philippines. It has built 

up a network of linguists at the national and international levels, and has been able to 

reach out to other social scientists inside and outside the Philippines. Finally, it has helped 

shape policy on language and education in very important ways. 

 

Why we exist 

 

 As written on Article 2 of our by-laws amended last April 11, 2015, our organization aims: 

 To strive for the advancement of the scientific study of language, including basic 

research, particularly on language in the Philippine context; 

 To engage in research and participate in discussions that inform language 

policies; 

To publish and disseminate the results of original scientific studies undertaken and 

to communicate with organizations within and outside the Philippines that are 

also engaged in such pursuit; 

 To conduct training programs on language and language related topics both at 

pre-service and in-service levels locally and nationally; 

 To hold conferences at the local, regional, national and international levels in 

matters relating to linguistics, language education and their allied disciplines; and 

 To encourage the participation of members of the society at local, regional, 

national, and international seminars/workshops/meetings/conferences on 

linguistics, language, and language education to broader their insights and 

promote their professional growth. 

 

 

 



Book of Abstracts ABOUT 

2018 Linguistic Society of the Philippines   

National Conference & General Meeting (2018 LSP-NCGM) 

March 1-3, 2018 

 

2018 LSP-NCGM Email: lspncgm@gmail.com 

 Website: http://www.lsphil.net/2018lspncgm 

136 

Membership 

 

Why should I join LSP? What do I get from membership? 

 

LSP members get: 

 

 To present papers at annual conferences of the Society upon approval 

of the program committee 

 To regularly receive a copy of the Philippine Journal of Linguistics (PJL) 

 To elect (except institutional members) and be elected 

 To regularly receive information about professorial chair lectures, special events, 

seminars, and other activities of the Society 

 

What are my responsibilities as a member? 

 

As a member of LSP, you may be called: 

 

 To serve on committees upon invitation of the Board of Directors 

 To participate in annual general meetings, special meetings, monthly lectures and 

annual conferences 

 To pay membership fees regularly, which is on or before January 1, 2018 of each year 

 To engage in professional activities to advance the purposes of the Society 

 

How much is membership? 

 

Student Membership: Php 700/year 

Regular Membership: Php 1,000/year 

Institutional Membership: Php 4,000/ year 

Lifetime Membership: Php 8,000 

 

To register for membership, visit http://www.lsphil.net/become-a-member 
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About BATAAN PENINSULA STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

The Bataan Peninsula State University was established by virtue of Republic Act 9403, 

signed into law on 22nd of March 2007. It is a conglomeration of fine leading higher 

education institutions in Bataan seeking to contribute to the national and regional 

development through providing excellent quality of services in instruction, research, 

production and extension. 

Guided by one Vision of becoming a university of excellence acknowledged not only 

in the country but also in the Asia-Pacific Region, BPSU shall continue to gear toward the 

realization of its mission of providing quality and relevant education in order to 

contribute to the national and regional development. 

Before the conversion, BPSU used to have three campuses; two are located in the City 

of Balanga while the third is situated in Orani. The passage of RA 9403 resulted to the 

expansion of BPSU's campuses as the said Act duly integrated the Bataan State College 

in Dinalupihan and its satellite campus in Abucay (formerly Bataan National Agricultural 

School). The five campuses of the university have very humble beginnings and yet they 

all emerged with glorious histories to be proud of. More empowerment is expected to 

be bestowed to each campus as their strengths shall be utilized for the success of the 

111 programs and other services of the university. On June 2008, the University made 

education more accessible to the residents of the towns of Bagac and Morong by 

establishing an extension in the Municipality of Bagac. The extension offers some of the 

most in demand courses in the country like BS Entrepreneurship, BS Hotel and Restaurant 

Management, first two years of Nursing, and General Engineering courses. 

Contributing to national development has always been the topmost priority of the 

university; therefore BPSU relentlessly keeps itself updated on the recent trends to be 

responsive to the present and future demands of the community. At present university 

has three programs granted with Level 1 Accreditation from AACCUP. Fifty-six (56) 

programs are scheduled for accreditation from 2008 to 2012. Moreover, the university 

continues to equip itself with faculty and employees who have remarkable skills and 

knowledge in order to uphold academic excellence and maintain its capacity of 

producing quality graduates. At present, 6 percent of its faculty have Doctorate 

degrees and 31 percent have master's degrees. The rest are still working on their post-

baccalaureate studies. 

It is not surprising that the enrollment continues to increase over the years as the 

university has proven its capability to match and even to surpass the performance of 

other reputable universities in the country in various competitions and also in the 
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licensure exams. Other than this, low tuition fee rates, and pollution-free and safe 

environment further encourage the Bataeños and those from other nearby provinces 

to patronize BPSU. 

For BPSU, a life without challenges to conquer would be futile as the university always 

stretches the limit to adapt to the changes and to turn trials into opportunities. Even cuts 

in the budget will not impede BPSU from attaining its goals. Aside from relying on its 

several IGPs to augment the budget and sustain its programs, the university continues 

to strengthen and to establish partnerships with local and international agencies that 

are more than willing to work side by side BPSU as it continues its journey towards a more 

dignified future. 
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